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JEREMIAHS CONFOUNDED 


THE committee appointed by the R.I.B.A. to consider the 

present and future of Private Architectural Practice has 
just issued its Report. This is a model of its kind, and although 
it brings to light no startling trends or symptoms of which the 
profession was unaware, it is as well to have it thus confirmed 


that they do not exist. 


As an architect’s manual it will serve 


to counteract any inaccurate statements or wild prophecies in 
articles, speeches or lunch-table conversation about the decline 
and imminent fall of private practice. 

The committee, meeting under the able chairmanship of Sir 
Percy Thomas, has collected and sifted evidence from various 
sources. The Questionnaire, circulated in March, 1949, to all 
members and also non-members belonging to the allied societies 
in the United Kingdom, was properly returned by as many as 
70 per cent.,and so formed a fair basis for statistical analysis; 
in addition, documentary and oral evidence was given by a large 


number of bodies and individuals. 


The Report rightly stresses 


that private and official architects are complementary and of 
one purpose architecturally, and the statistical tables forming 
the appendix indicate that this relationship can be a healthy one. 


There has been no sudden post-war change from private to 
public client, but merely an acceleration of a process which 
started 50 years ago; nor has this implied any marked tendency 
to eliminate the private office. On the contrary, 57 per cent. of 
private offices have expanded or would like to do so, 34 per cent. 
have remained static, while only 8 per cent. have had to reduce 
staff. It is considered that this is only partly accounted for by 
the extra work involved by regulations. It is, however, difficult 
to assess the full effect not only of form-filling and negotiating 
with Ministries but also the pile-up of live jobs, owing to their 
going through so slowly. The test seems to be in the number of 
buildings put up, and this does not correspond to the increase 
in staffs. 


The replies to the Questionnaire indicate that comparatively 
few architects have abandoned practice and that these have 
adopted some other form of architectural activity: it must be 
borne in mind, however, that those who have turned, say, to 
farming or deep-sea fishing, seeking a better financial return 
and a happier way of life, are unlikely to have filled in the form 
if in fact they received it. 

The number of /arge private offices appears to be on the 
increase, a natural answer to the demand for high efficiency in 
solving intricate problems. As a result, small firms tend to be 
overlooked. Remedies suggested in the Report are that small 
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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


DETAILS are given of the additional requirement regarding 
twelve months’ practical experience for candidates for the 
R.1.B.A. final examination and of the decision of the Ministry 
of Labour to extend deferment of national service to candidates 
affected thereby. p. 491 


** AN ARCHITECT is an artist who sets out to produce works 


of art in a medium vaster in scale, more permanent in character, 


more restricted by considerations of usefulness and more 
affected by scientific progress than an artist in any other 
medium,” said Mr. Graham Henderson, A.R.S.A., in his 
presidential address to the R.I.B.A. p. 493 


THAT there are far too many architects working in capacities 
subordinate to persons who have no architectural qualifications, 
resulting in frustration for the architect so situated and a 
relatively low standard of work, is a view expressed by Mr. 
Graham Henderson in a message commending the report of 
the Committee of the R.I.B.A. set up to consider the present 
and future of architectural practice. p. 495 


THAT an engineer should have trained architectural advice 
through the employment of fully qualified architects acting 
under his general direction, was the view of Mr. J. B. Wikeley, 
A.M.1.C.E., Engineer and Surveyor of Chesterfield R.D.C.., 
when he spoke to the Public Works and Municipal Services 
Congress yesterday. p. 495 


THE CREATION of an International Loan Bank for Building 
was one of the subjects discussed at the International Federation 
of Building and Public Works Conference held in Venice last 
September. p. Sil 


THAT the way in which the United Kingdom could make the 
greatest contribution to Pakistan’s development in the fizlds 
of civil engineering and building was to put at the disposal of 
Pakistan a proportion of the established constructional organisa- 
tion built up in this country over a period of many years 
is outlined in the recently published report of the industrial 
mission which visited Pakistun earlier this year. p. 512 


MR. ROBERT O. LLOYD, O.B.E., President of the N.F.B.T.E., 
speaking at Birmingham recently, challenged Mr. Aneurin 
Bevan to produce any evidence from the recent Report of the 
Building Industry Working Party which would justify his recent 
allegation that the building industry was the most anarchist 
and inefficient of all industries. p. 514 














490 


firms should consider joining forces, and that, to achieve more 
even distribution of work, there should be collaboration between 
firms for particular jobs. Work “in association,” however, 
whether by firms or individuals, is difficult to organise satis- 
factorily unless there is a very clear understanding with regard 
to the allocation of responsibility. 

It is interesting to note that 81 per cent. of students show a 
preference for private practice, although only 44 per cent. of 
those in employment have achieved it. Many are attracted by 
the starting salaries, pension schemes and holidays associated 
with public service. The Report urges that the practicability 
of a pension scheme applicable to small firms be explored, and 
that busy offices should introduce profit sharing. Various 
recommendations are made to improve the facilities and 
opportunities available to the young architect to set up in private 
practice. 

In general, the committee recognises the frustration of the 
many and the unemployment of the few as heavy hindrances 
to the happiness and prosperity of the profession, but considers 
them less damaging to the profession than might have been 
expected after six years of total war. On this point, however, 
the evidence is not yet complete. One day, perhaps, the clever 
sorting machines of the statistical experts will record the per- 
centage of architects with apparently flourishing practices who 
are in fact becoming strained and neurotic; also the proportion 
of architects employed by public authorities who are having 
their zsthetic sensibilities gently anesthetised by administration 
responsibilities. The state of architecture must be kept healthy 
as well as busy, otherwise its product, like our coinage, may be 
serviceable but must become gradually debased. 


THE R.I.B.A. PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


HE first address of a new President presents a special 
problem to him which can be solved only by an extremely 
capable man. The office in which he finds himself is a 
high and honourable one and his words must match it. It is his 
first opportunity to impress his personality upon the profession 
and thus to assure himself and his audience that his term of 
office is to be positive and constructive. 


At the same time, those whom he addresses form a mixed 
company with shades of opinion ranging from the elderly practi- 
tioner who believes that everything is “‘ going to the dogs” 
to the newly-elected youngster who is convinced that he holds 
the prescription for the new heaven and the new earth, and that 
it bears no relation to anything which has gone before. Between 
the two are shades of opinion merging one into the other like 
the primary colours of the rainbow. Such a range of opinion 
affords ample opportunity for clashes, and a careless phrase 
could well aggravate the difficulties which already threaten 
the profession, while too great a caution might herald a period 
of weak and ineffective administration, satisfying none and 
destroying confidence on both sides. 


The President was able to strike a very happy note at the out- 
set of his address, when referring to his early contacts. There 
could be no stronger contrast in those days than the outlooks 
of John Honeyman and C. R. Mackintosh, the one stylistic 
in the full Victorian manner, the other eternally questing for 
new life and inspiration in architecture. They had the common 
bond of belief in the beauty of architecture, and they both knew 
that there is no short cut to beauty other than by deep study and 
a life of devotion to their art. 


There is no doubt that the problem of to-day is that of recon- 
ciling the extremes of thought which have drifted so far apart 
in recent years, and the President thus made it clear at the 
outset that he has recognised his problem and has set his mind 
firmly towards its solution. The old men are not all quite 
finished and they have a right to influence the course of events. 
But the young men, too, have their claims to an approaching 
maturity, and there is much in their direct and single-minded 
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approach which can be applied to the contemporary problem. 
It is almost like having two powerful crankshafts upon one 
machine, capable either of cancelling out power, or of being 
tuned together to produce an enormous new impetus. 


The President was also very happy in his allusions to the 
professional and practical sides to the profession—factors which 
touch no othe: Fine Art in quite the same way. The Art of 
Architecture can take no three-dimensional form until its 
artists have devised the prerequisites of structure, and have, 
besides this, conducted delicate business negotiations. These 
outer factors are not rods for the back of the artist, but should 
be the means of infusing into building work elements peculiar 
to their nature and, therefore, of forming a common basis upon 
which the designer may found his work. 


Perhaps the greatest deficiency of to-day is the lack of great 
men, which is a sign of the times not by any means only in 
architecture. When we look back into the last years of the 
nineteenth century and the early years of this, the most striking 
memory is that of the great figures who stand out of the ranks 
like mountain peaks behind the foothills. They were not 
merely ornaments in their profession but vital factors in the 
progress of the times, and we fear that the new democracy 
may be doing too much levelling down and too little uplift. The 
President’s reference to our need efficiently to train architects 
of average ability was not inconsistent with this feeling, for 
education has always been directed that way. Genius cannot be 
taught, but average competence can and must be the subject 
of instruction. 


We are thus left with an Address which takes its standard 
from that high quality which we have come to expect from the 
Presidential Chair, and we believe it will mark a distinguished 
period of office for its new occupant. 


“CLOSED SHOP” AT DURHAM 


THE action of Durham County Council in giving notice to 

all persons in the Council’s employ, professional and 
otherwise, who are not members of a trade union to 
terminate their employment, and to offer re-employment on 
their existing terms with an overriding condition that they 
become members of an appropriate trade union before being 
re-engaged, is one which, in a democratic age, calls for 
explanation. 


By section 6(1) of the Trade Disputes and Trade Unions Act, 
1927, it became unlawful for any local or public authority to 
make membership of a trade union a condition of employment. 
This enactment was repealed by section 1 of the Act of 1946, 
under which the Council’s present action has been taken. To 
most people, the issue thus presented is not one of the usefulness 
or otherwise of trade unionism; there are differing points of 
view each of which is worthy of attention and respect. What 
seems intolerable, however, is that any man or body of men 
should be compelled to take any step unconnected with the 
technicalities of their work upon pain of losing their jobs. Not 
only does this infringe upon personal liberties but, in so far as 
trades unionism is inevitably linked to politics, can compel a 
man to support, financially and by lending his name, a political 
creed to which he does not subscribe. 


The Labour majority of Durham County Council has taken 
this step in contravention of Government policy, for replying 
to a question in the House of Commons in 1948 (Hansard, 
No. 76, pp. 196-7), Mr. Bevan, speaking of the National Health 
Service, stated: ‘‘I hope that persons employed in the Service 
will be encouraged to belong to their appropriate organisations, 
but it will not be a condition of employment, and there will be 
no pressure upon anyone to belong to any organisation whether 
professional or trade union.” This action by Durham should 
be raised in Parliament in the hope that a restatement of prin- 
ciples by the Government may succeed where appeals to reason 
and democratic beliefs would appear to have failed. 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


Royal Visit to Lansbury 


q*% November 9 Their Majesties the King 

and Queen visited the East End of 
London to see the progress made in trans- 
forming 30 acres of bomb-scarred Poplar 
into part of the new neighbourhood of 
Lansbury. The centre of interest in 
the earlier part of the visit was the 
almost completed Ricardo-street school, 
where Their Majesties inspected a display 
of models and plans of Lansbury in 
the school hall. Outside, in the school 
grounds, the King and Queen each planted 
a maple tree and were invited to autograph 
the spades used in this ceremony. These 
spades are to be presented to the school as 
mementoes of the occasion. 

Following a visit to the new shopping 
centre and market place, now under con- 
struction, Their Majesties proceeded by car 
to the site of the new Roman Catholic 
Church at the corner of Grundy-street and 
Upper North-street, from where they were 
able to have a general view of the central 
and western area of Lansbury, and could see 
work proceeding on a variety of flats, houses 
and maisonettes and also the pavilions of the 
exhibition of architecture. 


Architecture and Films 

A FRENCH FILM recently shown at the 
Venice Film Festival concerns a young 
provincial who arrives in Paris bent on 
seeing only the stock show pieces of the 
city, but meets with a character who opens 
up for him the horizon of contemporary 
achievement. Travelling by helicopter, the 
young man is taken to various centres of 
modern activity, even to Marseilles to see 
the all-in-one design-for-living block by Le 
Corbusier. 
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A tremendous opportunity is afforded by 
the camera to reveal the architectural scene 
in a way that “still” photography cannot 
fully achieve. Had full yet judicious use 
been made of the moving camera in the 
cause of English contemporary architecture, 
much of the lack of confidence in archi- 
tecture which we sense is felt to-day by 
the public would be alleviated. It is an 
odd fact that “‘The March of Time” or its 
English counterpart, “ This Modern Age” 
(two extremely effective film ventures), has 
barely scratched the surface of to-day’s 
great problem of building and rebu:lding. 
A few minor documentaries have been 
produced, but have not been infused with 
the sense of interest and urgency which 
would have obtained for them a run of the 
big circuits. The really well-made film on 
the subject of architecture and reconstruc- 
tion would be of tremendous worth. 


Deferment of National Service 


WitH EFFECT from January 1 next, the 
R.LB.A. final examination and the examina- 
tions of the schools of architecture recog- 
nised for the associateship of the R.I.B.A. 
and for registration under the Architects 
Registration Acts, 1931-38, will be modified 
to the extent that the examination in profes- 
sional practice will be held separately and 
taken after candidates have complied with 
the requirement that twelve months’ practical 
experience in an architectural office or depart- 
ment, or in a suitable technical capacity on 
building work in course of construction, must 
be gained after passing an examination 
recognised for the associateship or for 
registration before the associateship or 
registration can actually be attained. 

The Ministry of Labour and National Ser- 
vice have decided that extension of defer- 
ment may be granted to candidates affected 
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by the above regulation. Application for 
such extension of deferment must be made to 
the National Service Deferment Boards on 
Form N.S. 294, and must be accompanied by 
a certificate confirming that a further twelve 
months’ approved practical experience is 
essential before taking the professional prac- 
tice examination. This certificate will be 
supplied by the R.I.B.A. in the case of those 
candidates taking the R.I.B.A. final examina- 
tion, and by the heads of the schools of archi- 
tecture in the case of students qualifying by 
means of a school course recognised for 
exemption from the R.IB.A. _ final 
examination. 


Royal College of Art Journal 


A Group of students concerned in pro- 
ducing their own journal might reasonably 
be expected to fill it with accounts of their 
own activities and their own opinions. Such 
a journal, however, would have a limited 
sphere of interest. Mr. Jack Stafford, editor 
of Ark, the journal of the Royal College 
of Art, who has just produced his first issue, 
has a much better idea. 

Mr. Stafford, who is 23, is anxious that 
Ark should “appeal to all who are in- 
terested in the fine and applied arts, and 
want to know what the younger generation 
are up to.” He has, apparently, the support 
of the College authorities in this new ven- 
ture, and he has a free hand to formulate 
the scope and policy of Ark. Each issue, 
he proposes, will deal chiefly with one par- 
ticular subject upon which students will ex- 
press their views, and outside ‘contributors 
(‘chosen for their open-mindedness towards 
contemporary trends in the arts’) will give 
their opinions. 

The current edition is concerned with the 
position of the book illustrator, and con- 
tains some thoughtful, interesting articles, as 





ee. 








he, oe 
Se Y 


r 


CHISWICK HOUSE, W.—Demolition work in progress on the south wing of Chiswick House, added by James Wyatt in 1788 to the 
original structure built for the third Earl of Burlington in 1727-1736. The north wing is also to be taken down as part of the work. 
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well as a number of contrasting illustrations. 
“Contemporary interiors” will be discussed 
in the next issue, to be published in February. 


Decentralisation of London 

THE MiINisTeER of Town and Country 
Planning, Mr. Hugh Dalton, on November 8 
received in his room at the House of 
Commons Mr. Clement Davies, M.P., Sir 
Anderson Montague-Barlow and Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie, and a discussion of consider- 
able length took place on the planning of 
Greater London, with particular reference to 
the problems of decentralisation. 

Mr. Dalton reviewed the progress which 
had been made in the new towns and the 
prospects in the immediate future, and ex- 
plained the measures taken to ensure the 
preservation of the Green Belt. The meet- 
ing followed on the publication of a letter 
signed jointly by Mr. Clement Davies, Sir 
Anderson Montague-Barlow and Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie in The Times on _ Sep- 
tember 28. 


Higher Technology 


SUGGESTIONS as to how higher techno- 
logical education should be developed in 
this country are given in the first report of 
the National Advisory Council on Education 
for Industry and Commerce, which was 
published on November 14. The main 
recommendations of the Council, which was 
set up in 1948 under the chairmanship of 
Lieut.-General Sir Ronald M. Weeks, are 
(i) the establishment or development of 
courses of a high standard in technology; 
(ii) the creation of new awards of degree 
standard; and (iii) the establishment of a 
Royal College of Technologists to approve 
such courses and confer the awards. 


Architects’ Benevolent Ball 


AN encouraging augury for the success of 
the forthcoming appeal by the A.B.S. for 
£50,000 to build and endow cottages for 
needy architects is that all tickets for the 
Centenary. Ball, to be held at the Dorches- 
a Wednesday, December 13, have been 
sold. 


Award for Scottish Flats Design 


_ From nearly 100 entries submitted by Scot- 

tish local authorities for housing erected 
between 1947 and 1949, the Saltire Society 
has recommended that its award for the best- 
designed flats should be made to Glasgow 
Corporation for flats on the Pollok estate in 
Netherplace-road. These were designed by 
Mr. L. C. Scott under the direction of Dr. R. 
Bradbury, F.R.1I.B.A., now City Architect and 
Director of Housing, Liverpool. 


Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral 

CONSTRUCTIONAL work on the Roman 
Catholic cathedral at Liverpool has been held 
up for some time, and it has been announced 
by Archbishop Downey that it would be in- 
advisable to restart the building yet. He 
told the members of the Metropolitan 
Cathedral Building Fund that the amount 
accumulated during the fallow years would 
make future operations more sure and more 
speedy. They were, he said, building up 
capital—it was nearly £300,000 now—which 
would produce valuable interest that would 
guarantee the continuance of the work even 
in the thinnest years. 


Grants to Two Repair Funds 

THEIR DEEP CONCERN for the preservation 
of fine examples of ecclesiastical architecture 
has again been demonstrated by the Pilgrim 








THE BUILDER 


trustees who have made two further generous 
gifts towards the cost of building repairs. 
The Trust has donated £10,000 to the Salis- 
bury Cathedral Spire Fund and £1,500 
towards the cost of repairs to the roof of 
Hoxne parish church, Suffolk. 

The target of the Salisbury Spire Fund is 
£100,000 of which £27,841 has already been 
raised. The total expenditure needed to re- 
store Hoxne parish church is estimated at 
about £4,500. 


Appointment 

Mr. G. F. GARNETT, Deputy Surveyor to 
Northumberland County Council, has been 
appointed County Surveyor in succession to 
Mr. Alex Cheyne, who is retiring next March. 
He is 47. 


Professional Announcements 

Me. Peter S. Key, A.R.I.B.A., A.LA.S., has removed 
to 3, Ashley-gardens, Petersham, Surrey. 

WARNETT KENNEDY AND ASSOCIATES, architects and 
design consultants, of 11, Bentinck-street, W.1, have 
removed their offices to 67, Upper Berkeley-street, 
London, W.1. Tel.: Paddington 2451 and 2452. 

Mr. Noe Pearson, F.R.I.C.S., for many years with 
Messrs. E. R. Babbs and Sons, is now in practice as a 
chartered quantity surveyor at 36, Dorset-stieet, Baker- 
Street, London, W.1. 


COMING EVENTS 
Tuesday, November 21 


ARCHITECTURAL SCIENCE BOARD.—“‘ Sanitary Services : 
Their Effect on the Planning and Design of Buildings,” 
by Mr. F. L. Barrow. 66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

R.I.C.S. (QUANTITY SURVEYORS’ COMMITTEE).—Annual 
dinner. Grosvenor House, Park-lane, W.1. 6.30 p.m. 

Wednesday, November 22 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Meeting to receive 
hon. treasurer’s report. 36, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 
6 p.m. 

Roya Soctety oF Arts.—‘‘ Cities Without Smoke,” 
by Dr. Albert Parker, C.B.E. R.S.A., John Adam- 
street, W.C.2. 2.30 p.m. 

Thursday, November 23 


INTERNATIONAL UNION OF FAMILY ORGANISATIONS 
(BRITISH COMMITTEE).—Conference, ‘‘ Homes and the 
Family.” Caxton Hall. 2.30 p.m. 


INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (CHESHIRE 
BRANCH).—‘‘ Design and Construction of Development 
and Research Building, Newcastle,” by Mr. F. S. Snow. 
College of Technology, Manchester. 7 p.m. 


TLLUMINATING ENGINEERING SOCIETY (BRADFORD 
Group).—“ Lighting in the Home,”’ by Miss M. Wardlaw. 
45-53, Sunbridge-road, Bradford. 7.30 p.m. 

ECCLESIOLOGICAL SocteTy.—‘‘ Some Italian Mosaics,” 
by Mr. E. A. Remnant, F.R.I.B.A. Archbishop Davidson 
Institute, Lambeth-road, S.E.1. 7 p.m. 


R.LC.S. (MIDDLESEX AND URBAN ESSEX JUNIOR 
BrANCH).—Buffet dance. Beale’s Restaurant, Holloway- 
road, N. 7.30p.m. 

Saturday, November 25 

BUILDING TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE.—Teachers’ con- 
ference. Northern Polytechnic, Holloway, London, N.7. 
10.30 a.m. 

JOHN LAING AND Sons, Ltp.—Film, “‘ Building Homes,” 
at Housing and Town Planning Conference. Royal Hall, 
Harrogate. 5.15 p.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” of 1850 
Saturday, November 16, 1850 


TO ARCHITECTS—COMPETITION AND 
OTHER DRAWINGS 


Mr. THomas S. Boys, Member of the New 
Society of Painters in Water Colours, and 
author of “The Picturesque Architecture of 
Paris, Ghent, Rouen, etc.,” and of ‘“ London 
as it is,” offers his services in Tinting 
Backgrounds, Landscapes, Perspective 
Views, Interiors, etc. From the long experi- 
ence he has had in such subjects, he is fully 
aware of the points essentially necessary to 
be attended to. Drawings and designs litho- 
graphed in a superior manner.—Address, Mr. 
Boys, 81, Great Titchfield-street, Oxford- 
street. 


[From an advertisement.] 
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COMPETITION NEWS 


** The Builder” Competition for Low-cost 
Housing 


(THE object of the competition organised 

by THE BUILDER for low-cost housing is 
to give architects an opportunity of sub- 
mitting proposals whereby dwellings can be 
erected under the prevailing conditions affect- 
ing labour and materials at a cost between 
£900 and £1,000. The Housing Manual and 
Bye-laws impose certain standards, but in 
view of the urgent necessity to reduce costs 
competitors will be free to suggest depar- 
tures from both, provided comfort in living 
is not. impaired and constructional stability 
and general amenity are assured. 


The competition is open to architects 
registered in the United Kingdom, who may 
collaborate with members of allied profes- 
sions and members of the building industry 
who have had experience in this type of 
work. Premiums of £250, £100 and £75, with 
three additional prizes of £25 each, are 
offered for designs placed in order by the 
assessors — Sir Lancelot Keay, K.B.E., 
M.Arch., P-P.R.I.B.A., Mr. Arthur Kenyon, 
C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., and Sir Stephen 
Tallents, K.C.M.G., C.B., Hon.A.R.I.B.A. 
Conditions are obtainable, upon deposit of 
£2 2s. (returnable upon receipt of a bona fide 
design or upon return of conditions not later 
than December 20 next), from the Editor, 
THE Bumper, The Builder House, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, London, W.C.2, to whom 
designs must be sent not later than Wednes- 
day, January 17, next. No questions will be 
considered. 


The house must be capable of being built 
as part of a terrace for a cost—exclusive of 
roads, sewers and land—of £900-£1,000 if 
built in numbers, with labour costs at 
Grade A rates; it is to be an intermediate 
two-storey house of a terrace of not fewer 
than four, and is to accommodate five per- 
sons (two adults and three children). The 
house (which is to be permanent) may be 
constructed of any material generally avail- 
able at the moment; an entirely timber house 
would not be considered a solution. The 
site may be assumed to be level. One sheet 
only of drawings (40 in. by 27 in.) is 
required, and clarity of presentation is 
desirable; the drawing is to be mounted. 


Cost.—As cost is an essential part of the 
competition, the report must include an 
estimate of the cost of the house prepared 
by an independent quantity surveyor and in 
sufficient detail to enable the estimate to be 
checked by a quantity surveyor to be 
appointed by the promoters. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


CITY HALLS AND OFFICES, NAIROBI. Pro- 
moted by the Municipal Council of Nairobi, Kenya. 
Premiums: £550, £450 and £250. Assessor: L. W. 
Thornton White, , F.R.I.B.A. Conditions from Town 
Clerk, P.O. Box 651, Town Hall, Nairobi, Kenya, on 
£2 2s. deposit. Last day for posting designs : October 
19, 1950. January 27, 1950. 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL. Promoted by Coventry 
Cathedral Reconstruction Committee. Premiums : £2,000, 
£1,500 and £1,000. Assessors: Sir Percy Thomas, 
P-P.R.LB.A.; Mr. Edward Maufe, R.A.; and Mr. 
Howard Robertson, A.R.A. Conditions from: The 
Secretary, Coventry Cathedral Reconstruction Committee, 
22, Bayley-lane, Coventry. Dep. £2 2s. Last day for 
questions : December 13, 1950. Closing date for designs : 
July 2,1951. November 3, 1950. 

Dates in italics at the end of paragraphs refer to issues 
of ‘“‘ The Builder”? in which details of the competitions 
appeared. 
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THE BUILDER 


AN ARCHITECT’S CREDO 
Mr. Graham Henderson’s Presidential Address to the R.I.B.A. 


THE President’s Inaugural Address to the 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
was delivered on November 14 by Mr. A. 
GRAHAM HENDERSON, A.R.S.A. He said: 
The words “Inaugural Address” have a 
rather formidable sound, and even a two- 
fold meaning. In my case they seem to 
call for more than initiating a new session 
of Institute activities. They seem to demand 
a statement of personal faith rather than 
an essay on a subject of professional inter- 
est. This consideration and the fact—as 1 
have reminded you already—that this is 
my “free” night—an obviously tempting 
occasion for a Scotsman—may lead me to 
a rather rambling survey of architectural 
activities and ideals in endeavouring to 
justify my faitn, which can be summarised 
in the statement that Architecture, in its 
widest interpretation, is a necessity for the 
well-being of the community, and not a 
luxury, and, further, that it will increasingly 
be recognised as such in the future. 


The Architect and the Public 

It is a fact—a regrettable fact—that this 
necessity is still far from being fully recog- 
nised by the public. To find the causes 
for this and the reasons for my faith it is 
necessary, I think, to examine briefly what 
an architect is and does. What is his 
position as an artist and how should we 
assess the quality of his work? How does 
he differ from artists in other media? 


Finally, what was his position in the past, 
what is his position at present, and what 








THE PRESIDENTIAL PORTRAIT of Mr. Michael Waterhouse, M.C., 
B.A. (Oxon.), P.-P.R.LB.A., by David Jagger, unveiled on Tuesday 


should be his future relationship to the 
community? 

An architect is an artist who sets out to 
produce works of art in a medium vaster 
in scale, more permanent in character, more 
restricted by considerations of usefulness, 
and more affected by scientific progress than 
an artist in any other medium. He is the 
designer, not merely of buildings, but groups 
of buildings, which may extend to whole 
towns and cities, and his work must be 
judged in relation to these responsibilities. 
To assess the value of a building, or group 
of buildings, as a work of art, all these 
factors must be taken into consideration, but 
particularly the last-named, where, over the 
course of history, new methods of construc- 
tion have been evolved and from which new 
methods of architectural treatment have 
arisen. 

This raises immediately the familiar ques- 
tion: “Are we to regard all traditional styles 
based on outmoded methods of construction 
as themselves outmoded, a useless study for 
the young and a sign of hardening of the 
arteries in the old?” I leave you to answer 
this question for yourselves, but, for what 
it is worth, my answer is “No,” thereby 
probably confirming the younger generation 
in their judgment of me that I can be 
written off as a “ dead loss ” architecturally. 

They are possibly right, but perhaps not 
for the reason they think. As it happens, 
I made early contact with what I can refer 
to broadly as the “Modern Movement.” 
The partners in my firm at that time, over 
40 years ago, were 
John Honeyman, 
John Keppie and 
Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh. 


The first-named 
had all the dignity 
of a Victorian 
gentleman, an im- 
pressive record of 
Gothic Revival 
churches and schol- 
arly essays in other 
stvles. The second 
was robustly vigor- 
ous, often uncon- 
ventional and 
rejoiced in elabo- 
rate detail. The 
third strove to 
evolve new methods 
of expression, and 
I need scarcely re- 
mind you he is 
now regarded as a 
pioneer in the so- 
called “Modern 
Movement.” To 
work, from time to 
time, under each of 
them was a stimu- 
lating, if somewhat 
bewildering experi- 
ence. 


The Artist’s Per- 
sonal Expression 

To say that lI 
was not affected by 
these various in- 
fluences would be 
wrong. I think 
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that it would be fair to say that my experi- 
ence did induce at least a tolerant attitude 
towards the relative merits of traditional 
expression and experiments in other forms, 
My conclusion was then—and | see no 
reason to change it now—that the method 
of expression was incidental to the merit 
of the work done, and that in the final 
analysis it was the personal conviction of 
the artist and the clarity of the message 
which he conveyed which determined the 
value of his work. 


I have still the greatest sympathy with 
any artist’s desire for a persona] method of 
expression. In fact, he or she does not 
measure up to being an artist of any con- 
sequence unless some personal quality can 
be achieved. But a building is not a picture 
hung on a wall, removable at will. It is a 
permanent contribution to the amenities of 
a city or a town or the countryside, and the 
truest artistry may well be achieved by 
conforming to an existing pattern or to the 
traditions of a neighbourhood. 


While I believe that architecture occupies, 
as a right, a pre-eminent position among 
the arts, and that the architect, in the 
expression of his art, should enjoy the same 
freedom as artists in other media, he differs 
from them in that he carries professional 
and other responsibitities which cannot be 
ignored. He has clients with possibly ideas 
of their own to deal with. He has con- 
structional and other technical problems to 
consider. He requires craftsmen, and 
possibly decorative artists, to bring his con- 
ception to reality. His dreams have to be 
supplemented with drains and other mun- 
dane matters. He has to have, not only 
faith in himself, but induce someone else— 
his client—to have faith in him. He has 
to see that his client gets value for his 
money and gets it in a reasonable time. In 
addition to al] these, he has one outstanding 
professional responsibility, namely, that to 
his brother architects. 


Our code of professional conduct is the 
guide to this, and a very proper one, but 
no code, however strict, can ensure that 
common effort which is essential if our 
profession is to maintain and strengthen 
public confidence in the service we have to 
offer. It may mean sacrifices such as were 
made by members of this Institute to enable 
the profession, as a whole, to attain statu- 
tory recognition. It does mean personal 


MR. C. H. JAMES, R.A., F.R.I.B.A., who 
on Tuesday was awarded the London Archi- 
tecture Medal for his Wells House flats, for 


Hampstead B.C. 
service to this Institute and its allied 
societies. 

If, in what I have said, I appear to have 
qualified my belief in the possibility of an 
architect being an artist, I would like to 


correct that impression. My conclusion is 


that, if he can fulfil all the professional 
responsibilities | have indicated, and main- 
tain his artistic integrity, he is worthy of 


what I have claimed for him—a pre-eminent 
position as an artist and, what you will 
agree is equally important to the com- 
munity, as a citizen. 


The Architect and the Community 

I turn now to the architect’s position in 
relation to the community. Broadly, it can 
be said that architecture, which, of all the 
Arts, most closely affects the day-to-day 
life of the public, be they rich or poor, 
is the least uriderstood and appreciated. The 
average layman can understand and appre- 
ciate factua! representation of natural 
objects in pctorial or sculptural form, but 
lacking anything in nature to compare with 
the basic elements of architectural design he 
cannot understand and therefore appreciate 
it. 

The plain fact is that architectural works, 
with notable exceptions—and even then not 
usually for arch'tectural reasons—aré, so far 
as the. public are concerned, not “news.” 
With that as the general background at the 
present time, let us turn to the position in 
the past. I think that it will-be agreed that 
the social conditions which enabled the great 
architectural monuments of the past to be 
created are gone for ever. ‘They were 
usually the concentration of power and 
riches in the hands of a few and the sub- 
jection of the many. 

While we rightly hold these ‘cultural 
treasures of the past.asS very “precious, as 
giving us a standard of artistic values, this 
does not blind us to the fact that they were 
known to and appreciated by a _ very 
limited section of the community. I need 
not take you over the history of the archi- 
tect’s relation to the community in the past. 
He was, broadly speaking. an individual— 
sometimes unknown—work'ng for indivi- 
duals. His position changed with. the 
passing centuries and, while he was more 
fully recognised, it was still only by a limited 
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class with cultural training and an apprecia- 
tion of the Arts. 

You are familiar with the changes 
brought about by the Industrial Revolution 
of last century. A new class of clients had 
arisen with limited taste and a competitive 
des re for display. This led to raking over 
of the ashes of the past to find novel archi- 
tectural features. To the public, architec- 
ture appeared to have become a mystery, 
the high priests of which preached differing 
doctrines and often. shouted rudely at one 
another. It. was still an adornment for the 
rich and an unnecessary luxury for the poor. 


The Stream Flows On 

But beneath the surface the main stream 
of architectural development was going on. 
The battle of the styles still. persisted, but 
style became more the servant and less the 
master. The profession became more con- 
scious that its mission was to create, and 
not to imitate. Standards of professional 
education and conduct were evolved. The 
architect became more conscious of his 
responsibilities to the public in general and 
to his professional brethren. 

From the end of the Victorian era up 
to the early years of this century there were 
gradual changes affecting both tlfe social 
structure and the aesthetic outlook. Two 
world wars and scientific progress have 
accelerated these changes. The _ social 
pattern is now different. There is .recogni- 
tion of the vital necessity for healthy living 
and working conditions in pleasant  sur- 
roundings. This and economic considera- 
tions have made us recast our approach to 
our professional and artistic responsibilities. 

I presided at a meeting in this room 
recently when the Minister of Health 
presented medals for the best housing 
schemes-in urban and rural areas carried 
out since the war. I described this as a 
very significant occasion, it being, as far as 
I am aware, the first time the State has 
init‘iated a comprehensive and continuing 
scheme for the recognition of architectural 
values. There are many other indications 
of greater appreciation of such values—the 
extensive regional and town planning which 
is taking pace, the creation of new towns, 
the. development of industrial estates and 
the attention which is being focused on 
new schools. In all these it is now recog- 
nised that the architect has the most vital 
part to play, that they may be con- 
veniently planned and soundly constructed, 
but without the quality of design and detail 
which .he alone can give they will fail to 
realise their full purpose. 


The Layman’s Part 

You may say that these projects are based 
largely on economic and other considera- 
tions and have little impact on public 
appreciation of architecture. I do not 
think so. The- word “architecture,” as I 
have said, includes many elements. The 
layman can understand only some of them. 
He cannot be expected to understand the 
importance in design of arrangement of 
masses, the proportioning of solids to voids, 
the appropriate placing of ornament, the 
maintenance of scale, structural requ'‘re- 
ments and many other points, but he can 
understand some of the elements which are 
essential parts of good design, such as con- 
venience of planning, grouping in relation to 
surroundings, quality of construction and 
materials, suitability of detail and colour, 
and it is on the basis of these essentials 
that we must present our case to the public. 
We can only do so by ensuring that every 
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architect is thoroughly trained to give these 
services, whatever his quality as an artist. 
may be. 

What I have in mind is not the service 
which can be given.by exceptionally gifted 
men, but that which can be given by archi- 
tects of average ability who, as in all other 
walks of life, provide the great majority of 
our profession. 

We are justly proud of the work of ex- 
ceptionally gifted men, and they will 
inevitably set a standard in design for the 
average architect. They will almost certainly 
exercise the greatest influence on the 
development of our art, but they are not 
the really important element in advancing. 
our status as a profession in the estimation 
of the public, 

They can, from certain pojnts of view, 
be even a danger both to themselves and 
the profession. They tend to attract a dis- 
proportionate amount of work to them- 
selves, with a possible lowering of their own 
aesthetic ideals to cope with this. They 
attract followers or imitators and the public 
are apt to accept all their work as good, as. 
establishing a standard, whether it is, in fact, 
so or not. 

Here, then, is the picture of the future 
as I see it and the foundation of my faith. 
On the one hand, a growing public aware-- 
ness of architectural values and, on the 
other, a profession rising to a higher leveli 
of gencral competence through systematic 
educat’on both in design and in all technical 
subjects. I believe that. my faith will be- 
justified and it is naturally to the younger 
generation I look princ pally for this. 
justification. If they can take all that is. 
good from the lessons of the past, equip 
themselves for their task, give of their very 
best in their work, and, above all, have- 
faith in themselves, I am confident of the 
future of our profession and of the public- 
reactions to it. 


Subsequent Proceedings 

A vote of thanks was moved by the 
MINISTER OF WorkKS (Mr. Stokes) who dis- 
closed that he was a nephew of Leonard’ 
Stokes, P.R.I.B.A. He drew attention to» 
the high quality of the craftsmanship in the- 
House of Commons building, and expressed 
the hope that the future might offer oppor- 
tunities to visionary architects who would. 
work with craftsmen. Seconding the vote, 
Str LANCELOT Keay said that when he: 
looked round some modern work hé thought: 
it could have been done better by engineers. 
Even the designers seemed to have second 
thoughts, for they hurried up to Whitehail to 
get a grant to put a bit of sculpture on it. 

The President then unveiled the portrait: 
of Mr. Waterhouse, who, in reply, revealed’ 
that it was not a sardonic comment on the 
age that the plans shown on his knee were- 
of a standard M.o.W. hut but because it 
was the only design which ‘fitted in with: 
the artist’s scheme. ra 

The London Architecture Medal was then- 
presented to Mr. C. H. James for his Wells 
House flats.* In returning thanks, MR.. 
JAMES paid tribute to the builder, Mr. Moss, 
the clerk of works, Mr. Williamson, and the- 
general foreman, Mr. Robertson, as well as 
to the clients—the Hampstead Borough Coun- 
cil—who, he was understood to say, were- 
not of the kind that had been described as 
rather like strange dogs; if you showed any 
kind of fear they bit you! 

The evening closed with the presentation 
of Distinctions in Town Planning to Mr. 
Graham Dawbarn and Mr. T. E. North; 
Planning Officer for West Ham. 
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PRIVATE ARCHITECTURAL PRACTICE 
Message from the President, R.1.B.A. 


HE report of the Committee sét up 

to consider the present and future of 
private architectural practice is being sent 
to all members of the R.I.B.A. by order of 
the Council. This report is a comprehen- 
sive and authoritative statement on the 
present distribution of work in the pro- 
fession and the types of architectural office 
that are carrying it out. 

In a message to members, the President 
(Mr. A. Graham Henderson, A.R.S.A.) 
writes: — 

I commend it to the careful attention 
of every member and student because it 
answers. many questions that have been 
in all our minds in recent years, and 
because it must form the basis of future 
collective action by our Institute. It is 
essentially an examination of the present 
general position of architects; as such it 
defines a point from which we can advance 
in our work of providing the nation with 
a skilled, independent and properly re- 
munerated architectural service. 

The Committee was appointed by the 
Council ia November, 1948, with Sir Percy 
Thomas as chairman. The Council took 
care to make it representative of both 
official and private practice, so that the 
work of the profession should be reviewed 
widely and not merely sectionally. The 
name given in the first instance to the Com- 
mittee should not mislead members into 
thinking that the report is written mainly 
from the point of view of the private prac- 
titioner. That membership of the Com- 
mittee included eminent official architects 
and that evidence was obtained from many 
public bodies which employ salaried archi- 
tects should suffice to show that the report 
considers the profession as a whole and is 
free from sectional bias. Indeed, the Coun- 
cil in drawing up the terms of reference 
specially asked the Committee “to consider 
the relationship. between official and private 
architects, and to see if the two groups, 
being complementary and of one purpose 
architecturally; can co-operate to find a 
method of working directed towards the full 
employment of the profession in the most 
productive, efficient and economic way, and 
which will tend towards a general improve- 
ment of architectural standards.” 


The Committee was at first instructed to 
report in six.months, but soon found that a 
statistical survey of the profession was neces- 
sary to enable the Committee to conduct 
their inquiry; the Council therefore granted 
more time. The survey proved very well 
worth while, as a study of the analytical 
tables attached to the report will show. The 
success of the survey was due to the loyal 
response of the great majority of members 
and students, and I should like to thank 
them on behalf of the Institute. Their replies 
to the questionnaire have been invaluable; 
without their informative replies the Com- 
mittee’s findings would have had to be based 
en conjecture and not on fact. 

There is.no need for me to discuss the 
teport, because every member should read 
i. But there is one point I should like 
specially to emphasise; before the Com- 
mittee was set up there were complaints of 
widespread distress among architects in 
Private practice. The Committee say that 
f-om the evidence before them they are quite 


unable to substantiate these complaints~They 
find the profession to be intensely busy on 
the whole, though the available work is un- 
evenly distributed. This uneven distribution 
results in some measure from what we all 
hope will be temporary restrictions in such 
buildings as shops, churches, theatres, offices 
and private houses, which normally provide 
a large and continuous number of commis- 
sions for private architects. Against this, the 
practice among local authorities of delegat- 
ing official work to private architects is much 
more prevalent than was at first imagined. 
Though the present uneven distribution of 
work is not amenable to any simple solution, 
the Committee believe that there are no 
fundamental obstacles to the prosperity of 
the profession. 

The present time is, of course, anything 
but normal, and true comparisons with pre- 
war conditions cannot be made. Moreover, 
prospects of the immediate future appear to 
indicate that restrictions on building, 
specially in regard to the types permitted to 
be built, will continue for some years yet. 
Building is, after all, capital expenditure 
which, in the long run, comes from the 
nation’s balance of overseas trade. (Capital 
expenditure being limited, it is the duty of 
all architects to make the most productive 
use of that which is available. 


The Case of the Young Architect 


I wish specially to draw your attention to 
the recommendations made by the Com- 
mittee. One feature of present-day practice 
is that it is perhaps less easy for a young 
architect to start on his own than it was 
before the war. Greater use of the compe- 
tition system, joint arrangements between 
older and younger firms, the extension of 
partnerships, profit-sharing and bonus 
schemes, and the setting up of group offices 
are all proposals aimed at overcoming the 
initial obstacles. I can assure members that 
the Council, having accepted the report, will 
take measures to carry out its recommenda- 
tions as far as possible, though much of the 
remedy lies in the hands of members 
themselves. 

It will be seen that the Committee have 
endorsed the Council’s recommendations, 
made in August, 1945, on the employment 
of the architect on public work. These 
recommendations set out the methods by 
which salaried and private architects ought to 
be employed in this field. In my opinion, 
the point to be realised here is that the 
position of the architect (whether salaried or 
private hardly matters) needs_ greatly 
strengthening in the many large public bodies 
and commercial concerns which are such 
important features of modern life. There 
are far too many architects working in 
capacities subordinate to persons who have 
no architectural qualifications, resulting in 
frustration for the architect so situated and 
a relatively low standard of work. Herein 
lies one of our most important objectives of 
the future. 

Members will wish me to express to Sir 
Percy Thomas and his Committee our thanks 
for their thorough and conscientious work, 
and for their most informative report. Sir 
Percy, in presenting the report to the 
Council, said he had been most impressed by 
the unanimity shown on practically every 
aspect of the problem by both private 
practice and official members. 
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES’ 
HOUSING 


The Engineer’s Part 


PEAKING to the Public Works and 
Municipal Services Congress on Novem- 
16, Mr. J. B. WikeLey, M.kng., 
A.M.LC.E., M.I.Mun.E., Barrister-at-Law, 
Registered Architect (Engineer and Surveyor, 
Chesterfield R.D.C.), said that on September 
30, 1949, 515,002 houses had been erected 
in England and Wales, of which 392,482 
had been built by public authorities. In a 
few cases architects in private practice had 
been responsible for, or have assisted in- 
council housing schemes. That applied in a 
few instances and mostly in the case of the 
small authorities, so that it might be taken. 
that a very high proportion of local authority 
houses were the responsibility of a public 
official. 


“It would not be extravagant to assume,” 
continued the speaker, “ that four houses out 
of every five which have been erected or are 
now being erected in the country are the 
work of a salaried official. Many large local 
authorities, particularly the county borough 
councils and the county councils, although. 
the latter are not housing authorities, employ 
an architect as a chief executive officer, but 
in numerically more cases the engineer to 
the local authority is responsible for housing. 
It is consequently clear that the engineer is 
playing a very important part in the nation’s 
housing programme. Some engineers to 
local authorities are professionally trained’ 
architects, although this can apply in very 
few instances. In a number of cases the 
engineer is an architect by statutory registra- 
tion, and although this of itself does not 
necessarily denote adequate architectural 
training, it does guarantee responsible archi- 
tectural experience. Many engineers are, 
therefore, what may, without derogation, be 
termed quasi-architects. 


“In some quarters concern has been 
expressed that large housing developments 
are placed in the hands of officials who have 
not the necessary architectural training and 
background. Whilst not wishing to enter 
into the respective merits of the two profes- 
sions, I think it can be stated that in the 
matter of large housing estate development- 
the engineer is at least a necessary collabo- 
Tator as the average architect’s training does 
not sufficiently cover the economical de- 
velopment of large estates. At the same 
time, an engineer is normally a_ suitable 
person to be in charge of housing projects, 
particularly if he has that architectural back- 
ground required to have enabled him to 
become a registered architect, as the work 
involved includes architecture, engineering 
and administration. I would, however, insist 
that.an engineer should have trained archi- 
tectural advice through the employment of 
fully qualified architects acting under his 
general direction.” 


The speaker proceeded to describe a hous- 
ing project which involved a combination of 
engineering and architectural efforts, and 
concluded by saying: “The engineer to a 
local authority has to-day great responsi- 
bilities and a wide sphere of operations. He 
is, by nature, a modest fellow and allows 
his light to be hidden under a bushel, or, 
rather, be obscured by members of more 
vociferous professions. If I have helped to 
uncover to a small degree that light. I shall 
retire to my own obscurity with some- 
satisfaction.” 
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HIS building, erected under the 

lessor scheme, is situated at East- 
street, London-Epsom-road, Epsom. 
It provides centralised office accom- 
modation for the regional sub-offices 
of the Ministry of Labour, Ministry 
of National Insurance, Customs and 
Excise, and the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture and Fisheries. These depart- 
ments were previously housed in 
dispersed accommodation. 


The structure comprises three 
storeys with a basement, heating 
chamber and storage space. The 
external walls are of self-supporting 
13}-in. brickwork in Flemish bond 
with silver grey hand-made, sand- 
faced facings manufactured at the 
High Brooms Brick Works, Kent. 

Hollow tile flooring has been used 
with internal reinforced concrete 
beams and columns. The masonry 
work consists of natural Portland 
ston2 copings, string courses, corn- 
ices and plinths. 

Metal casement windows have been 
provided in standard sections and 
purpose-made sections to the ground 
floor. Portland stone dressings have 
been applied to reveals and selected 
contrasting brick soldier arches. 

INTERNAL FINISHINGS.—Walls and 
hollow tile partitions have been 
plastered and distempered through- 
out, and the lavatories painted. 
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The main entrance, East-street 


Floor finishes in the basement and 
internal staircases are granolithic, 
while those in the offices are mastic 
asphalt and, in the canteen, quarry 
tiles. Doors are of the five-panel 
framed type except the external and 
internal entrance doors, which are of 
Opepe hardwood and glazed. 


In the main entrance halls selected 
buff and heather quarries have been 
laid in square, with bronze dividing 
strips, and Hopton Wood reveals 
fitted to entrance doorways. 


Counters and cubicle fittings on 
the ground and first floors are of a 
patented plastic. 


MECHANICAL SERVICES.—A_ low- 
pressure hot-water system has been 
installed, together with metal tele- 
phone ducting and a circuit for 
electric clocks. A one-pipe internal 


plumbing system has also been 
employed. 


The general contractors were 
Messrs. Percy Bilton, Ltd. Follow- 
ing is a list of the principal sub- 
contractors: Helical Bar and Engin- 
eering Co., Ltd., floors; Aygee, Ltd., 
metal windows; Comyn Ching, Ltd., 
heating; Nolan, Ltd., plumbing; 
Haywards, Ltd., balustrading; H. 
and C. Davis, Ltd., bell and tele- 
phone ducts; Holoplast, Ltd., speci- 
alised fitments; South Western 
Stone Co., stonework; Read and 
Partners, electrical _ installation; 
Richard Parton, Ltd., bricks; 
General Asphalte, Ltd., floor finish- 
ings and roof; Faulkner Greene, 
glazing; Hopton Wood Stone Firms, 
stone surrounds; Alltools, Ltd., 
plasterers; and J. G. Cherrington 
and Son, joinery. 
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FACTORY & OFFICES, 
SOUTH RUISLIP 


For Lambert Pharmacal Co. 


E. H. FIRMIN, A.R.1.B.A., 
ARCHITECT 


THs factory and office building 

at South Ruislip was com- 
pleted in 1948. It occupies a position 
on the Victoria Park Industrial 
Estate. 


The building consists of a single- 
storey factory, with a two-storey 
block across the front containing 
administrative offices on the first 
floor, and the canteen, offices, 
lavatories and cloakrooms_ under- 
neath, leaving the maximum of clear 
floor area under the main roof. 
The laboratory and stores are 
placed at the rear of the building 
near to the loading yard, part of 
which is covered for the parking of 
vehicles. 


The building is steel-framed, the 
factory being spanned by equal- 
sided roof trusses, with top lighting 
and ventilation, the roof being lined 
with a wall board. The facing brick 
chosen was a 2-in. golden brown 
with a dark pointing. Surrounds to 
the windows and copings to the 
front elevation were carried out in 
reconstructed stone, and the pilasters 
to the main entrance were finished in 
green tiles. The factory roof was 
covered with protected metal sheet- 
ing. The first floor and the flat roof 
were constructed in reinforced hollow 
tile, finished with wood blocks and 
asphalt respectively. Heating is 
provided by a low-pressure hot- 
water installation with unit heaters 
in the factory and radiators in the 
offices and canteen. 


The general contractors were 
Messrs. Percy Bilton, Ltd., of 
London; W.i. ° 


Tae principal sub-contractors were 
as follows: Structural steelwork, 
Kelvin Construction Co., Ltd.; 
roofing, Cellactite and British Uralite, 
Ltd.; heating and domestic hot- 
water installation, Comyn Ching 
and Co. (London), Ltd.; electrical 
installation, Duncan Watson 
Electrical Engineers, Ltd.; recon- 
structed stone, Empire Stone Co., 
Ltd.; patent glazing, Aygee, Ltd.; 
woodblock flooring, Hollis Bros., 
Ltd.; joinery, J. G. Cherrington 
and Son; paint and_finishings, 
International Paints, Ltd.; facing 
bricks, Pratts (Watford), Ltd.; and 
metal windows, Williams and 
Williams, Ltd. 
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General view of office block with factory in rear 





Detail of main entrance 


FACTORY AND OFFICES, SOUTH RUISLIP. 


E H. FIRMIN, A R.I.B A., ARCHITECT 
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NEW OFFICES 


For the Taylor Stoker Company at 
189-191, DRUMMOND STREET, LONDON, N.W.1 


FRANK SCARLETT, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT 
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Detail of entrance 


T# Taylor Stoker Company, for 
whom this new office building has 
been erected, are manufacturers of 


automatic stokers for large furnaces. —————— = Lecce 


London is the company’s centre for 


distribution, organisation, servicing i) Xx) 


and for receiving representatives of 
American and other affiliated com- 
panies. The basement, which was 
built to form an air-raid shelter, 
and the ground floor were partially 
completed in 1940; two more floors 
were added in 1942 and the building 
was completed recently. 

The basement is occupied by 
storage space, the boiler room and a 
fuel store under the ramp. Goods are 
transferred from the loading platform 
to the basement by means of a hoist. 
On the ground-floor level is a lorry 
entrance with ramp at a gradient of 
1 in 17 and 3ft. 6in. from lowest 
part of ramp to loading platform, 
Office, storage and packing space. On 
the first floor is a canteen and the 
second, third and fourth floors are 
occupied by offices. The board room 
and a caretaker’s flat are on the 
sixth floor. Bedrooms are provided 
on the fifth floor for personnel and 
visitors of the company. A well from 
the second floor upwards provides 
outside light for the staircase, corridor 
and lavatories. 

CONSTRUCTION.—Basement: _rein- 
forced concrete, General construc- 
tion: steel frame. Curtain walls are 
4}-in. brick, 2-in. cavity, and 3-in. 
concrete block. Partitions are of 
3-in. concrete block and floors are 
pot tile. Roof: hollow pot, structural 

















screed, foamed slag screed laid to fall, 
two layers felt, }-in. asphalt finish. 

Externally the front and back walls 
are of buff Uxbridge flint bricks, and 
the side walls are of cream Uxbridge 
flint bricks. Window frames are 
painted white, doors black, and the 
ironwork is Venetian red. 

internally, floors are of brown 
asphalt. Entrance hall walls are of 
Australian walnut plywood panels 
and strips of mirior, while other walls 
are plastered, although the original 
intention was to leave nearly all walls 
fair-face brick. Central heating is 
installed and provision has teen made 
for air-conditioning installation with- 
out any structural alteration. A duct 
runs up through all floors, next to the 
chimney. 

The general contractors were 
Messrs. Frank R. Freeman, Ltd. 

The sub-contractors included : Steel- 
work, Redpath Brown; bricks and 
tiles, A. H. Herbert and Co., Ltd.; 
glass bricks, J. A. King and Co., 
Ltd.; plastering, J. G. McDonough, 
Ltd.; flooring, Messrs. Horsley, Smith 
and Co., Ltd.; veneer panelling, 
Venesta, Ltd.; lifts, Marryat and 
Scott, Lid.; heating, Freeman Heating 
Co., Ltd.; sanitary fittings, Stitsons 
Sanitary Fittings, Ltd.; ironmongery, 
Wainwright and Waring; electrical 
work, Phoenix Electrical (London), 
Ltd. ; and iron escape stairs, Haywards, 
Ltd. 
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The entrance hall 


An office on the fourth floor 
NEW OFFICES AT 189-191, DRUMMOND STREET, N.W.1 
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BOOKS 


A History OF ARCHITECTURE ON THE COM- 
PARATIVE MetHop. By _ Sir Banister 
Fletcher. (London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 
Price £2 12s. 6d. net. 

]F ARCHITECTURE had to be represented in 
one’s library by a single book, there is little 
doubt about the choice that most people 
would make — it would be “ Banister 
Fletcher,” the fifteenth edition of which has 
just appeared. Evidence of popular appre- 
ciation of this remarkable work is found 
in the fact that since its first publication no 
fewer than 100,000 copies have been sold. 
With its 1,000-odd pages of text and illustra- 
tions, arranged in logical sequence from 
earliest times onwards, it is an extraordinary 
compendium of architecture to which one 
returns again and again—perhaps to verify 
a reference or merely for the pleasure of 
browsing over the fine works of architec- 
ture of the past. Perhaps it is unreasonable 
to expect a volume such as this to be com- 
pletely up to date. It is nearly so, but not 
quite; we look in vain for any work of the 
modern revolutionaries—Gropius, Le Cor- 
busier and Frank Lloyd Wright, for example. 
Sir Banister might consider the desirability 
of making good this omission in the six- 
teenth edition, which will assuredly be needed 

before long. 


PARLIAMENT House. By Maurice Hastings, 
M.A., Ph.D. (London: The Architectural 
Press.) Price 12s. 6d. net. 

COINCIDING with the opening of the new 
House of Commons, this book appears at 
an appropriate moment. It is no mere 
= réchauffé of existing information but mainly 
© a work of original research. Though it out- 
" lines the growth of parliamentary insti.u- 
© tions and tells again the familiar story of 
St. Stephen’s Palace, it concentrates expressly 
on that part of the Palace, St. Stephen’s 


*) Chapel, which for over four hundred years 
> has exercised a dominating infiuence over 
| our Party political system. The building in 


Majesty’s (Commons, after 
' centuries of moving from place to place, 
™ came to rest in 1547 was a “small but mag- 
) nificent college chapel” with a choir, a 
» screen and an altar. The Speaker placed his 
chair on the steps of the altar, and the 
members seated themselves mainly in facing 
' groups in the choir stalls, and the part of 
|) the chapel on the west side of the screen 
became the lobby. That arrangement, by 
the decision of Parliament, was repeated by 
Barry in his design for: the new buildings 
after the fire of 1834, except that the 
» Chamber now had its main axis north-south 
' instead of east-west, and it is perpetuated in 
| the new House of Sir Giles Scott — which 
\shows not only the extraordinary tenacity 
of a tradition but the determining part it 
has played in forming our two-Party system 
© of Government. Who can say what might 
have happened if, for example, the Chapter 
House of Westminster Abbey, an octagonal 
= building, in which the Commons met for a 
© time, had been permanently retained? Dr. 
| Hastings reasonably suggests that ‘‘ we 
© should possibly have seen the rise of eight 
© distinguishable political parties, through the 
tendency of those who think alike to sit 
» together,” and Government in this country 
would have been as unstable as in France, 
} where the Chamber of Deputies is of semi- 
circular form, so encouraging the growth of 
| 4 multipticity of parties, ranging from the 
extreme Left to the extreme Right. Truly, 
as Mr. Churchill once observed, ‘“‘ We shape 
our buildings and afterwards they shape 
us.” 
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Dr. Hastings carefully traces the history 
of St. Stephen’s Chapel from its building in 
1292 by Edward I (on the site of an earlier 
chapel) in emulation of Sainte Chapelle, 
through all its vicissitudes — which included 
truncation and internal remodelling and 
other alterations by Wren and Wyatt — to 
the fire of 1834, when, after nearly three 
hundred years’ service as the House of Com- 
mons, the essential Gothic structure of the 
building, hidden behind classical casing for 
over a hundred years, was again revealed. 
Careful research has enabled the author to 
correct a number of misconceptions about 
this remarkable building. They are mainly 
of archeological interest, but the book itself, 
though essentially a work of scholarship, 
should appeal to a wide public. In text and 
illustrations, which are mostly from contem- 
por.ry drawings, engravings, paintings and 
prints, it recaptures for us the spirit and 
appearance of the building in which so much 
of our history was made and which has so 
remarkable an influence over our form of 
Government. The story is brought up to 
date with a note on the new Chamber, with 
illustrations. 

G. J. EE: 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


LONDON: Historic BuILDINGs. By Harry 
Batsford, Hon. A.R.I.B.A. (London: B. T. 
Batsford, Ltd.) Price 7s. 6d. 

THE GOoTH:c WorLpD. By John Harvey. 
(London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) Price 30s. 

ENGLISH INTERIOR DECORATION, 1500-1830. 
By Margaret Jourdain. (London: B. T. 
Batsford, Ltd.) Price £3 3s. 

BRITISH EMPIRE TRADES’ INDEX. (London: 
Business Dictionaries, Ltd.) Price 30s. 

DarTMouTH. By Percy Russell. (London: 
B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) Price 18s. 

JUNIOR PRINCIPLES OF QUANTITY SURVEY- 
ING. By R. D. Wood. (London: Estates 
Gazette, Ltd.) Price 35s. 

THE SANITARY INSPECTOR’S HANDBOOK. By 
H. H. Clay. (London: H. K. Lewis and 
Co., Ltd.) Price 25s. 

Mastic ASPHALTE Work. By F. E. Drury 
and A. W. Gittins. (London: Crosby Lock- 
wood and Son, Ltd.) Price 10s. 6d. 

QUEST:ONS AND ANSWERS ON PLUMBING 
AND SANITARY Fittincs. By W. J. Woolgar. 
(London: George Newnes, Ltd.) Price 5s. 

BU:LDING AND PuBLIC WoRKS ADMINISTRA- 
TION ESTIMATING AND COSTING. By Spence 
Geddes. (London: George Newnes, Ltd.) 
Price 30s. 

YEAR BOOK OF THE HEATING AND VENTI- 
LATING INDUSTRY. (London: Technitrade 
Journals, Ltd.) 8s. post free. 

THE Economic DESIGN OF RECTANGULAR 
REINFORCED ( ONCRETE SECTIONS. By T. P. O. 
Sullivan. (London: Sir Isaac Pitman and 
Sons, Lid.) Price 12s. 6d. 

VaN Oss AND MACDERMOT ON THE LANDS 
TRIBUNAL. Supplement. By Niall Mac- 
Dermot. (London: Butterworth and Co. 
(Publishers), Ltd.) 

Book oF BLoomssury. By Edward Jordan 
and A. F. L. Deeson. (London: Edward 
Jordan (Arts), Ltd.) Price 12s. 6d. 

MATTHEW Dicsy Wyatt. By Nikolaus 
Pevsner. (London: Cambridge University 
Press.) Price 4s. 6d. 

EXAMPLES IN PRACTICAL MATHEMATICS. By 
C. C. T. Baker. (London: English Uni- 
versities Press, Ltd.) Price 6s. 6d. 

Your CLus. (London: Whitbread and 
Co., Lid.) Price 5s. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


{Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest tu our readers, 
it must be understood thut we do nol necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible.) 


‘“* The Q.S. and Productivity ” 

To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
SIR,—I should like to reply to Mr. A. E. 
Towlers crisp but conventional attack 
on my originai letter (which, incidentally, 
was written with the object of stimuiating 
discussion) on the quanuly surveyor’s con- 
tribution to productivity. My assertions 
that the “Q.S.” was a subordinate person 
and one who did not need “creative incli- 
nations’ appear to have been rather mis- 
interpreted as some kind of libel on the 

profession. 


This word “ subordinate,” which seems to 
cause Mr. Towler some concern, does not 
imply anything unworthy. The surveyor, 
the architect and the contractor are all 
subordinate, in a pleasant sort of way and 
in varying degrees, to the client. The draw- 
back occurs should the architect present 
the discriminating “Q.S.” with some in- 
accurate drawings—poorly designed and 
constructionally uneconomic— which un- 
fortunately have to be suffered in silence. 


With regard to these “creative inclina- 
tions,” no one will deny that the “Q.S.” 
must have a sharp imagination concerning 
the constructional aspect of building, but 
this is hardly to be compared with the real 
creative spirit found in pure architectural 
composition, which demands a long and 
varied training of a different type. The 
design of a plumbing or drainage installa- 
tion obviously does not ask of the designer 
the same qualities required in the creation 
of the facade to a church or the layout of 
a public park, to quote different examples. 

In conclusion, although 1 beg to differ 
with your correspondent, I hope that I am 
being neither disrespectful nor disillusioned 


- about the profession of quantity surveying. 


Obviously, it is a matter of personal tem- 
perament whether one is adapted to this 
sort of work, and there are many who, 
quite justifiably, are not interested in the 
architectural problems of building. The 
fact which I was trying to establish is that 
a “QS.,” with the necessary disposition and 
additional training, could become a sound 
architect, fully appreciative of the difficulties 
encountered in the preparation of a bill of 
quantities. 
MICHAEL GILLING. 
Cheddar. 


Jointing Stoneware Pipes 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 

IR,—Many of the exasperating slight 
leaks which only show up under pres- 
sure are caused by using tarred gaskin. A 
thin film of tar is smeared over the inside 
of the socket in fixing, and this prevents 
the adhesion of the cement. If gaskin must 
be used, let it be untarred. The best joint is 
made without gaskin, but the use of gaskin 
provides an easy way of centering the pipe. 


If joints are to be made separately and 
not in the whole length, then the pipes must 
be concreted in as they are jointed. Other- 
wise the joints are in danger of being dis- 
turbed when the next pipe is laid. 

W. WaIn. 


Macclesfield. 
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THE TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE 
Presidential Address 


THE opinion that it was partly due to a 

lack of courage on the part of the 
individuals responsiole that the replanning 
schemes for various towns and cities had 
not yet been put into effect was expressed 
by Lr.-Cot. H. P. Cart DE LAFONTAINE, 
O.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., in his presidential 
address to the Town Planning Institute at 
Caxton Hall, Westminster, on November 2. 


Colonel Cart de Lafontaine began by 
referring to the many changes which had 
taken place since he became a member of 
the Institute over 30 years ago, and he went 
on to pay tribute to the courage and vision 
of the late John Burns, who, he said, in the 
Act of Parliament of 1909 laid the founda- 
tions of statutory town and _ country 
planning. 

The following extracts are taken from the 
speaker's subsequent remarks:—In the mind 
of the general public, I think the impression 
still prevails that town and country plan- 
ning is an umnecessary and_ tiresome 
restriction, invented by technicians for their 
own benefit and resulting in quite un- 
reasonable restrictions on the _ private 
citizen, who only wants to build a house or 
factory just how he wants it and where he 
wants it. In addition to this, there is a 
widespread impression that town and 
country planning is delaying the housing 
programme and thereby causing unnecessary 
hardsh'p to many thousands of young 
married couples who cannot get a house of 
their own. 


This is a question it seems appropriate to 
investigate. Why is it, for example, that 
the proposals contained in so many of those 
civic surveys and reports which have been 
published at considerable expense, with 
copious maps and illustrations, have not 
been carried out? I have put this question 
to several of the distinguished consultants 
concerned, but have not succeeded in getting 
a definite answer. I think, personally, there 
is not one, but several reasons. In many 
cases the survey did not give a true indica- 
tion of the way in which the inhabitants of 
the town or city themselves wanted it to 
develop; there was a tendency to attempt 
too much in order to produce a nice, tidy 
plan. Perhaps too much faith was placed 
in replies to questionnaires, especially 
where these related to the lower-income 
groups. 


Progress and Delay 

Personally, I have very little faith in the 
reliability of answers to quest’onnaire 
forms. A few days spent in the local pub, 
at the newsagents’, with the policeman on 
his beat or the milkman on his round 
would give more accurate information about 
the hab'ts and aspirations of the inhabi- 
tants of a town or village than can be 
obtained by an enthusiastic, but perhaps 
not very expericnced, helper, armed with 
a questionnaire form. 


Another question which I have sometimes 
been asked is why some towns and cities, 
such, for example, as Plymouth, have made 
considerable progress with the realisation of 
their schemes, both in the central area and 
in the outskirts, while others, which shall 
be nameless, are still in the “ wait and see ” 
stage? 

Here. again, there are probably several 
explanations, and one, I think, is a lack of 
courage on the part of those concerned. I 


believe that if the leaders of an important 
trade centre, where redevelopment 1, being 
held up by official restrictions and delay in 
granting building licences, went to the 
Government ard said that they could no 
longer tolerate this, and that they intended 
to go ahead with their replanning, where 
this had been approved, that they would be 
allowed to do so. It may be argued that 
to do this while there is still an acute 
shortage of housing and an inadequate 
amount of skilled labour available would 
be impolitic and unpopular. But if it is 
agreed that the work has to be done, it is 
surely better economic planning to get it 
done and to make profitable use of sites 
now lying idle and derelict. 


It seems illogical to press for more export 
trade and, at the same time, to hamper its 
full development by preventing the re- 
building of offices and warehouses which 
are essential to accommodate those who 
finance and manage the commerce and 
finance of this country. It, therefore, 
appears to me to be the duty of this 
Institute to call attention to this rather 
defective aspect of national planning. It 
is not much use providing adequate housing 
if those for whom it is intended are to 
starve because exports are not large enough 
to pay for food and essential raw materials. 


Another reason which may explain why 
some schemes had to be redrafted or aban- 
doned is that insufficient consideration had 
been given to the question of the cost of 
the plan and how this was to be met. Here 
I may, perhaps, be allowed to quote my 
own experience in an early scheme for a 
built-up area, part of which was duly 
carried out, under a private Act, but the 
more important section of which, involving 
large-scale reconstruction of what would 
now be called a blighted area, was shelved. 


The chairman of the improvements com- 
mittee explained the reason for this more 
or less as follows: “ My dear Lafontaine, 
on the Council we all agree that your 
scheme is a good one, but we also agree 
that none of us will vote for it.” On further 
inquiry the following explanat‘on was given 
me. “If we vote for your scheme and it 
means an extra 2d. on the rates, we shall 
not be re-elected at the next municipal 
elections and so we shall lose our seats on 
the Council and you will lose your scheme. 
If we do not vote for the scheme, we shall 
probably be re-elected and may be able to 
do something about the scheme later on.” 


This. IT think, is a real difficulty and the 
only solutions would appear to be either 
for the decision to be referred to some 
non-elected and impartial body, such as the 
Ministry, or for an intensive campaign to 
be carried out until a majority of the voters 
are in favour of the proposal. 


Local Finance 

This brings me to another point. It 
sometimes happens that because of un- 
certainty about the type and scope of re- 
development and by reason of “ overspill,” 
reset‘lement or direction of industry by the 
Board of Trade, the local authority is very 
reluctant to approve redevelopment schemes 
unless there is an immediate prospect of 
increase in rateable value or some equivalent 
financ‘al comnensation for the projected 
ou‘lay, although the scheme, considered as a 
long-term investment, may show a good 


. 
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return for expenditure. I think this aspect 
of redevelopment should be given some 
attention by the Ministry so that this difti- 
culty of local finance can be overcome. 

To sum up, it would appear that the pub- 
lication of these reports and surveys has 
done much to educate public opinion, that 
they have been useful to many regions and 
county boroughs for propaganda and pub- 
licity purposes, and that they have been 
useful to their authors, whose national, and, 
indeed, international, reputation has been 
very considerably increased by such publica- 
tions. 


It must also be admitted, however, that 
they have not resulted to any great extent 
in what is the ultimate aim of our profession 
—the actual provision of places to live and 
work in of greater convenience and amenity 
to the inhabitants than those which at 
present exist. And it is because of this-that 
there is criticism of the profession, im- 
patience at delay and a sense of frustration. 
Much will, therefore, depend on how the 
plans, which will shortly be sent to the 
M‘nister for approval, are carried to the 
stage of realisation, and on the detailed 
physical planning which will give the city, 
town or village its houses, offices, factories, 
churches, shops, schools, cinemas and open 
spaces. It is agreed that this can only be 
achieved by team-work but there is some 
difference of opinion as to who should direct 
this team. 


During the recent congress of the Inter- 
national Federation for Housing and Town 
Planning, our honorary vice-president, Lord 
Silkin, expressed the view that the leader 
of the planning team should be the admini- 
strator rather than the professional town 
planner. I do not personally agree with 
this view because it seems to me inevitable 
that the local authority must have, as their 
chief adv‘ser, someone who, by training and 
experience, is qualified to advise on tech- 
nical aspects of the problem, on_ the 
probable costs of redevelopment or exten- 
sion and on possible alternative solutions 
of the problem. 


Chance for Young Men 

Colonel Cart de Lafontaine put forward 
the suggestion that by a carefully worked 
out scheme of decentralisation county plan- 
ning officers should give young men on their 
staff a chance to work out a definite section 
of the plan such as a community centre or 
a small town or village. without too much 
control or supervision from headquarters. 
Such a scheme, he said, would have the 
addit‘onal advantage of making contact with 
the public more intimate and direct, thereby 
giving that popular support which was now 
lacking. Local offices could be open to the 
public one day each week as the work pro- 
ceeded, when sketches, plans, and models 
could be inspected and progress explained 
This would give the required sense of co- 
operative effort which was necessary to pro- 
duce the enthusiasm and popular support 
required. 

He continued: In this aspect of physical 
planning there must, I think, be the same 
co-operation between the client (in this case 
the local authority or county council), the 
town planner or designer and his team, and 
the contractor who is carrving out the 
scheme, as is necessary in ordinary building 
work. 

May I also suggest that our Institute 
might consider an extension or adaptation 
of the “advisory panel scheme” recently 
put forward by the Council for the Preserva- 
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tion of Rural England and the R.I.B.A. on 
the quest’on of the amenity clauses of the 
1947 Act. My suggestion is that consul- 
tants in the areas covered by Institute 
branches might be invited by county and 
local authorities to form discussion groups 
where matters of technical interest could be 
freely discussed, under the leadership of an 
experienced town planning consultant not 
professionally engaged in the area con- 
cerned. Membership of such discussion 
groups should, I think, be limited to alder- 
nen, counc'llors and officers of county or 
ocal authorities. Such groups would 
timulate local interest and promote confi- 
lence in the plann‘ng proposals, as opinions 
could be freely expressed without there 
seing any imptied criticism of the planning 
\fficer or his staff. 


Discussion 

A discussion followed, and in moving a 
vote of thanks to the President, Mr. S. L. G. 
BEAUFOY (Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning) said that planners must now be 
satisfied, for nearly all that they had been 
isking for for generations had now become 
egislation and now they had to get on with 
the job. Referring to the recent publication 
of the Schuster Report and its recommenda- 
tions on the training of town planners, Mr. 
Beaufoy said it was nearly 20 years since he 
occupied what was then considered the most 
highly-paid planning officer’s job—and he was 
receiving the “ magnificent” salary of £500 
per annum—although, of course, £500 went 
rather further than it did to-day! Now town 
planning had come more into its own and 
some of the salaries paid were more commen- 
surate with the importance of the work done. 


He was sure the president was right in 
saying that town planning was not liked 
generally. The word “planning” was 
synonymous in the public mind with some- 
thing you must not do, and members of the 
Institute must be more alert to the import- 
ance of public relations. He thought they 
had had some bitter experience in that con- 
nection, with the New Towns. However, 
there was something to be said for being 
disliked, because if planning became too 
popular planners might be inclined to rest 
too much on their oars, 


Mr. Beaufoy crossed swords with the pre- 
sident in his criticism of questionnaires as a 
method of making surveys before planning. 
He was rather suspicious of his method of 
spending long evenings in the “local.” 
Questionnaires were useful if they were put 
out in the right way; it was a question of 
asking the right questions and from them 
framing the right answers. 


Continuing, Mr. Beaufoy said that when 
he was a young man it was often argued 
whether it was the architect, the engineer 
or the surveyor who should be the planner, 
but in the last year or two the ground had 
been extended to include the administrator. 
In the end, however, it was the decision 
made which counted. 

Seconding, Mr. J. L. LoNGSTRETH-THOMP- 
SON (past-president) thought the president’s 
year of office would be a very critical one, 
both for town and country planning and the 
Institute. The development plans which 
were being prepared all over the country by 
_local planning authorities—and, he hoped, 
were nearing completion—would have to be 
submitted not only to the Minister and the 
Ministry but to all the district councils and, 
to some extent, to the public. At all events, 
they would be published, which would afford 
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a firm test of whether the planners had pro- 
duced anything really worth while. 


Again, he thought the Institute had been 
more or less put on trial by the report of 
the Schuster Committee. The Institute 
would have to consider very carefully what 
the report had said about the training and 
qualifications of planners. These two matters 
were likely to be of great concern to the 
profession during the next twelve months. 


PROFESSOR CorFIATO, Professor of Archi- 
tecture, London University, who was invited 
to speak, delved into the ancient history of 
architecture and town planning to show 
that architects and town planners had often 
been one and the same person. 


Replying to the vote of thanks, Col. de 
Lafontaine said, in regard to questionnaires, 
that there was always the danger that the 
lady who was being questioned, believing 
the person operating the questionnaire was 
rather better educated than herself, might 
hesitate to “say anything disagreeable” and 
therefore not give a true picture of her own 
case. With regard to the consultant taking 
charge of discussion groups, Col. de Lafon- 
taine pointed out that he had been careful to 
say that the consultant should not be one 
who was employed in the iocality where the 
discussion group was drawn from, and there- 
fore the opinions he received would not be 
so. violent as they would otherwise be. 


THE PLANNING ACT 
Chartered Auctioneers’ Proposals 


The Chartered Auctioneers’ and Estate 
Agents’ Institute has made a fresh study of 
the principles underlying Parts V, VI and 
VII of the Act. The Institute has now pub- 
lished its conclusions in the form of a 
memorandum in which it gives reasons for 
the following recommendations : — 


1.—Parts V, VI and VII of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, should be 
repealed. This means, inter alia, that claims 
on the £300,000,000 fund would be cancelled, 
save in so far as they relate to development 
for which a charge has been paid, and that 
development charges would be abolished. 
The basis of compensation for compulsory 
purchase would also be changed. 


2.—No compensation should be payable 
in future in respect of planning restrictions, 
but where the effect of a refusal of planning 
permission is to render land incapable of 
reasonably beneficial use the owner should 
be entitled to require the appropriate local 
authority to purchase it at market value. 

3.—Local authorities should be given 
reasonable financial assistance towards the 
costs of compulsory purchase. 

4.—Development plans should aim at 
giving the maximum amount of reliable in- 
formation about the probable use of land 
over a foreseeable period, in order that the 
prospect of being able to obtain planning 
permission for any particular development 
may be_ estimated with reasonable 
probability. 

5.—Betterment should be secured where 
Necessary by purchase for recoupment and 
not by direct charge. 

The Institute makes no serious criticism 
of the provisions underlying the planning, as 
distinct from the financial provisions of the 
Act. If the latter remain unchanged, the 
Institute considers that the economic develop- 
ment of the country will be gravely 
prejudiced. 
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Chartered Surveyors’ Proposed Reforms 


wrat is wrong with the Town and 
Country Planning Act? The Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors, after a 
nation-wide inquiry through its 17,000 
members, finds three main defects: — 


An owner’s incentive to sell his land 
for approved development is destroyed 
by the reduct’on of the value of the land 
to that of its “existing use.” 


There is widespread uncertainty as to 
the amount of compensation an owner 
may expect for his loss of his freedom 
to develcp his land. 


The charges levelled on owners who do 
develop their land are excessive. 


Many other criticisms are current—for 
example, that the present contro] is too 
detailed; that the machinery works too 
slowly; that Government departments over- 
ride local authorities; that the procedure 
at local inquiries is unsatisfactory; that 
people who are neither owners nor 
occupiers ought not to be able to obtain 
specific planning perm‘ssion without the 
owner’s knowledge. It is argued, too, that 
the present plan for payment of compensa- 
tion out of the £300,000,000 Fund has an 
inflationary tendency. 

Whilst the Institution does not endorse all 
the criticisms and categorically approves 
the purpose of the Act, it puts forward 
proposals for amendment which in its view 
would make this momentous piece of legis- 
lation a less cumbrous, more attractive and 
speedier instrument. In particular, it advo- 
cates the introduction of a scheme of 
“Deferred Payment Certificates” which, it 
cogently argues, would offer a number of 
advantages. Specifically, it would restore 
both the owners’ financial position and the 
incentive to sell or develop land ripe for 
development; remove the inflationary effect 
of the present scheme; avoid interference 
with local authorities’ freedom to plan; 
ensure payment in full of all admitted cla'ms 
for compensation; make it unnecessary 
to allocate “priorities” to certain classes 
of chimants; enable future playments for 
depreciation due to planning to be deter- 
mined with certainty; and give the State the 
benefit in the event of development of land 
of which the value has been enhanced after 
the Act came into force. 

It is moreover claimed that the scheme 
would secure these results with a minimum 
of alteration of the Act. The Institution 
does not regard its proposals as a final and 
satisfactory solution but as a minimum and 
much needed palliative. 

The result of the Institution’s survey was 
first publ’shed in a detailed memorandum 
to which Mr. Dalton, Minister of Town and 
Country Planning, paid tribute as “a 
valuable document, written with ability and 
knowledge.” 

But the subject of town and country plan- 
ning, and of the effect of the Act upon 
every owner, or potential owner, of land 
is an extremely complicated one, bristling 
with technicalities which it is very difficult 
for the layman to understand. Yet it is 
to his vital interest to understand it. The 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
has now, therefore, published a “ popular 
version ” of its memorandum. 

Copies (price 1s., post free) are obtain- 
able from the Institution, at 12, Great 
George-street, London, S.W.1. 
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BANKRUPTCY ON A BUILDING CONTRACT 
Chartered Quantity Surveyors’ Meeting 


GOME of the legal problems with which 
architects and quantity surveyors 
administering building contracts have some- 
times to deal, were discussed by Mr. SYDNEY 
REDFERN, a solicitor, at a meeting of the 
Quantity Surveyors Committee of the 
R.L.C.S. on November 8. We give the 
following full account of Mr. Redfern’s 
talke— 


The matters with which I have been 
requested to deal relate to the position aris- 
ing between the various parties and the pro- 
cedure to be adopted in the event of the 
bankruptcy or insolvency of the building 
employer, the contractor, the nominated sub- 
contractors and the nominated suppliers. 


In attacking these problems it is neces- 
sary, of course, to examine and base one’s 
conclusion on the legal effects of the con- 
tract or contracts into which the various 
parties have entered, and for the purposes 
of these observations it is assumed that the 
main building contract is in the form of the 
R.I.B.A. Contract, or in terms similar to 
that Contract. 


Proceeding on this assumption, it is neces- 
sary to keep in mind the fact that the only 
parties to that Contract are the employer and 
the main contracto7, and that a person who 
is not a party to a contract can have no 
contractual claim under that Contract. It 
will be noticed that clause 21(e) emphasises 
this point. I quote the clause: “ Neither the 
existence nor the exercise of the foregoing 
powers nor anything else contained in these 
conditions shall render the employer in any 
way liable to any nominated sub-contractor.” 
It is therefore important that bills of 
quantities should not contain any clauses or 
conditions which appear to conflict with the 
provisions of the building contract. 


Bankruptcy of Employer 

Dealing. now with the foregoing specific 
questions in order, the position, expressed in 
very general terms, appears to be: The 
Contract (clause 20) provides in full terms 
for this contingency so far as the main con- 
tractor is concerned. He is entitled to give 
wotice determining his employment under 
the Contract, and thereupon to remove all 
temporary buildings, plant, machinery, 
appliances, goods and materials from the 
site, and afford facilities to sub-contractors 
to do the same. He then becomes entitled 
to be paid for work done to date (including 
work commenced but not completed), the 
cost of materials and goods properly on 
site, the cost of removal and damages for 
premature determination of the Contract— 
that is loss of profit. 


The effect of this is that the contractor 
can prove in the employer’s bankruptcy for 
the amount so ascertained, and if he is lucky 
he will get some of his money by way of 
dividend. The clause suggests that the con- 
tractor will have a lien on all unfixed 
materials on the site, but the balance of 
opinion seems to be that such a lien would 
not be effective against a trustee in bank- 
ruptcy, and I do not think a prudent con- 
niga should put any great value on his 

en. 


The next point to be considered under this 
head is the position. of nominated sub- 
contractors and nominated suppliers. It will 
be appreciated from what I have already said 
that sub-contractors and suppliers, whether 





nominated or otherwise, have no direct 
claim against the employer or his trustee in 
bankruptcy since their contracts are with 
the main contractor only; thus, on the bank- 
ruptcy of the building owner a main con- 
tractor may well find himself in the position 
of paying sub-contractors and suppliers in 
full, while he himself receives only a small 
dividend on th: amounts paid out by him. 


Bankruptcy of the Contractor 


This contingency is to some extent covered 
by clause 19 of the R.I.B.A. Contract, which, 
as will be remembered, provides the em- 
ployer with certain practical remedies so far 
as the completion of the work is concerned, 
but which leaves him, of course, to rely upon 
such dividend as may be declared in the 
bankruptcy of the contractor to reimburse 
him in part for his losses, calculated as pro- 
vided by the Contract. Questions sometimes 
arise between the building owner and the 
contractor’s trustee in bankruptcy as to the 
ownership of materials “on or adjacent to 
the site.’ If the cost of such materials has 
been included in a certificate, then, as 
between employer and contractor, the owner- 
ship of the materials passes to the employer; 
but as between the employer and trustee in 
bankruptcy the position may not be so clear 
cut. For instance, it has-been held by the 
Divisional Court that materials actually on 
the site belong to the employer, but that 
materials, even if paid for and allocated to 
the job but which at date of delivery are 
still in the contractor’s yard, are the property 
of his trustee in bankruptcy. It is therefore 
recommended that architects, under the 
guidance of their quantity surveyors, should 
hesitate before including in certificates any 
material not actually on the site. In short, 
it is prudent for the architect not to essay 
any construction of the word “ adjacent.” 


On the bankruptcy of the contractor there 
may be some distinction between the posi- 
tions of nominated sub-contractors and 
nominated suppliers. This difference arises 
under clause 21, which, as you all know, 
gives to the employer the right (subject to 
certain conditions) to pay direct to nomin- 
ated sub-contractors amounts due to them 
by the contractor which have been included 
in previous certificates. This right or option 
must of course be exercised by the employer 
and the architect with the greatest care, 
and only arises when all the conditions of 
clause 21 have been complied with. It 
must, however, be emphasised that this 
option to pay sub-contractors confers no 
legal right on the sub-contractor, and if the 
employer does not elect to exercise his right 
of direct payment, even though justified un- 
der the clause in doing so, the sub-contrac- 
tor has no legal complaint or remedy and is 
left merely with his right of proof in the 
bankruptcy of the contractor. 


It may be noted that the architect has no 
power to certify direct unless the employer 
concurs in his so doing. There is no similar 
provision in the R.I.B.A. Contract (or in 
any other contract I have encountered) for 
direct payment to nominated suppliers, and 
they accordingly must rely solely on their 
dividend rights. It is true that clause 22 of 
the contract puts upon the contractor the 
obligation to pay nominated suppliers 
within 30 days after the end of the month 
of delivery, subject to cash discount. The 
failure of the contractor to pay nominated 
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suppliers within the time limit would as 
between the employer and the contractor 
constitute a technical breach of contract, 
but it is not apparent that this breach would 
attract a claim for damages by the employer, 
since it is difficult to visualise circumstances 
in which the employer would have suffered 
any financial damages at all flowing from 
such breach. In any event, any claim by 
the employer under the clause would not 
confer any benefit on the nominated 
supplier. 


It is conceivable that if it could be shown 
that the employer knowingly and delib- 
erately refused or neglected (after having 
been requested by a nominated supplier so 
to do) to insist upon compliance with the 
clause, the supplier might formulate a direct 
claim against the employer, but any such 
claim would be most difficult (if not impos- 
sible) to establish on the facts usually 
attendant upon defaults of the kind. 


Bankruptcy: Nominated Sub-Contractors 
and Suppliers 

The losses arising from these contingen- 
cies (whether due to delay or increased 
cost) fall entirely upon the main contractor, 
who is left with his dividend rights, 
although it must not be forgotten that the 
default of a nominated sub-contractor or 
nominated supplier does, subject to certain 
conditions under clause 18 of the R.I.B.A. 
Contract, entitle the contractor to an exten- 
sion of time, but not to any financial com- 
pensation from the employer in respect of 
delay. 

It must be remembered in all cases that 
the trustee in bankruptcy of the insolvent 
party stands in the shoes of such party, and 
generally speaking from the legal point of 
view has no greater or less rights against 
any other party than had the bankrupt. 


It is axiomatic that in human affairs uni- 
versal justice is in our complex social and 
economic life not possible to attain, and 
looking at. the incidence of loss in some of 
the cases under discussion it does seem that 
the loss is not always borne fairly between 
the parties, For instance, it does seem 
hard that a trustee in bankruptcy of a con- 
tractor can demand and receive payment in 
full from the employer of a certificate which 
in fact includes the cost of thousands of 
pounds’ worth of materials supplied by a 
person nominated by the architect and then 
apply the amount so received in paying divi- 
dends to all the bankrupt’s creditors (in- 
cluding of course the supplier). But “ hard 
cases make bad law.” 


I sometimes wonder whether sub-con- 
tractors and suppliers (whether nominated 
or not) take sufficient care in ascertaining 
the financial status of the contractor who 
places orders with them. Are they not per- 
haps a little prone to rely on the financial 
stability of the employer, for instance a local 
authority? Do they as a rule take any 
steps to inform themselves of the provisions 
of the main contract, and do they normally 
insist upon formal sub-contracts? 


Would more equitable results follow 
from adopting the Scottish system of direct 
individual contracts between the employer 
and the various parties who at present are 
sub-contractors and suppliers? 


In the foregoing remarks it has been 
assumed that the parties to the various con- 
tracts are ordinary private concerns. It is 
manifest in these days that in a very large 
(and increasing) proportion of building en- 
terprises, the building employer is and will 
continue to be some sort of public auth- 
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ority, whether a Ministry or a county or 
borough council or a board of a nationalised 
industry. 

This fact, however, does not call for any 
modifications of the general principles and 
practical results flowing therefrom which I 
have endeavoured to outline, and the only 
observation that falls to be made is that 
however insolvent any of such authorities 
may be (judged by ordinary commercial and 
legal standards) they will never in fact be 
classed as insolvent or bankrupt. 


Mr. REDFERN afterwards answered a 
number of questions put to him from the 
body of the meeting and explained the legal 
position of the various parties concerned 
in a buIding contract in particular circum- 
stances whch members of the audience 
suggested. 


WITHDRAWALS OF TENDERS 
County Council’s ‘‘ Difficult Position” 
AT A RECENT MEETING Of the Liaison Com- 

mittee of the L.M.B.A. with the Essex 
County Council, the County Architect, states 
the L.M.B.A. Information Sheet dated 
November 1, said that the practice of with- 
drawing tenders after being recommended for 
acceptance was causing some concern to the 
county council. 

Although some local authorities kept a 
“ black list” and others enforced an embargo 
on tendering for a limited period, he felt it 
undesirable that the county council should 
take action of this description. 


Representatives of the L.M.B.A. and the 
Eastern Federation on the committee under- 
took to have the attention of members 
drawn to this, so that the county council 
would not be placed in the difficult position 
which arose through builders failing to stand 
by tenders they had submitted. 


Masons for 150 Years 


There have been John Lloyds, stone 
masons, at Great Bedwyn, Wilts, for 150 
years. During the recent renovations of 
Salisbury Cathedral Spire the name of “J. 
Lloyd, Mason, 1867,” was discovered 
engraved there. He was the grandfather of 
the present John Lloyd, mason, of Great 
Bedwyn, where the business has been car- 
ried on for six generations. 
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Typical old houses at Redfern, one of Sydney's poorer quarters. They are in the vicinity of 
new flats now being built by the Ministry of Housing 


PUBLIC WORKS IN N.S.W. 
£A61,000,000 Programme 


MPHE Hon. J. M. Tully, Agent-General for 

New South Wales, has announced that 
the New South Wales Government has 
asked the Australian Loan Council for 
£61,000,000 to carry out its works pro- 
gramme in 1950-51. New South Wales has 
also asked the Commonwealth for 
£11,250,000 to start building more than 
20,000 new homes in the year. In addition 
to the £11,250,000 for new houses, the State 
Government proposes to spend an extra 
£2,700,000 on housing, including slum 
clearance in Sydney. Details of the works 
programme which New South Wales has 
submitted to the Loan Council for approval 
fur money to be raised are: — 


1.—Expenditure of £5,650,000 in the 





Recently completed houses in a new suburb of Canberra. They are working-class homes and 
rents are 22s. a week 


Sydney County Council area, chiefly to con- 
tinue expansion of Pyrmont and Lunnerong 
power-houses and for preparatory work on 
the new power-house at Lugarno. 


2.—Expenditure of £3,000,000 on hospital 
extensions, including £1,250,000 for pre- 
fabricated hospitals. 


3.—Expenditure of £12,000,000 during 
the year on extensions to the White Bay, 
Lithgow, and Lake Macquarie power- 
generating stations, duplication of some 
section of the Sydney metropolitan railway 
system, and the line from West Maitland to 
Taree. Other railway line extensions in- 
clude the Glen Innes to Inverell link. The 
Railways Department will spend £5,000,000 
of the £12,000,000 on the building of new 
rolling stock, most of which will be built 
in Australian workshops. 


4.—Expenditure of £4,750,000 to buy 
extra land on which to settle returned 
soldiers in New South Wales. 

5.—£2,000,000 to provide new single- and 
double-decker buses and corridor trams to 
improve the Sydney tram and bus system. 


6.—£2,250.000 for new primary and 
secondary schools throughout the State. Of 
this total the Government proposes to 
spend £1,000.000 on buving pref?bricated 
schools and another £950.000 on the Tech- 
nical University at Kensington. 

7.—£5,000,000 for the construction of 
works like the deep-sea port at Iluka, the 
Adaminaby Dam and the new power- 
generating station at Tallawarra on the 
south coast. Other works under this pro- 
gramme include extension of child welfare 
facilities and mental hospitals. 


Other works for which New South Wales 
is seeking loan money include the spending 
of £3,250,000 for water conservation and 
for the improvement of Sydney’s water 
supply. The Water Board proposes to 
spend much of the £4,500,000 it is seeking 
on improvements to the Warragamba and 
the Bondi Sewage treatment works. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Rural Housing Contractors 


N the House of Commons on November 
10 Mr. SNow raised the question of the 
difficulty which smaller housing authorities 
experienced in finding reliable and suitable 
house-building contractors. He said that 
where a contract was for houses spread over 
a number of villages it meant additional 
difficulty for the contractor regarding 
materials, labour and transport. 


The Ministry of Health should reconsider 
the special position of the rural and urban 
district councils. In certain conditions con- 
tractors for rural houses should have to dis- 
close what other contracts they had on hand. 
He was told that the building industry was 
highly susceptible to bankruptcy, and that 
was a danger to the small housing authorities. 
A more responsible attitude should be 
adopted by the regional officers of the 
Ministry of Health in advising authorities as 
to the suitability of potential contractors. 


Mr. Pacet said that in k's experience the 
officidls of the Ministry of Health made the 
most careful investigations about the suita- 
bility of contraetors to fulfil their contracts. 


Mr. W. Rosson Brown said the best way 
of dealing with the problem mentioned by 
Mr. Snow was to have an invited list of con- 
tractors, similar to the system used by county 
councils. This would enable the council 
Officials to vet such companies and satisfy 
themselves about the competence, finances 
and labour of the companies. If private 
builders could receive earlier payment for 
the houses they built—they sometimes had 
to wait two or three years before there was 
a final settlement —there would be greater 
competition for contracts. Only 30.000 
houses had been built under this arrangement 
in the last five years. If the financial arrange- 
ments could be changed, between 30,000 and 
50,000 houses could be built yearly. 


Mr. BLENKINSOP, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Health, said that the standing 
orders of local authorities frequently pro- 
vided that the lowest tenders should b 
accepted, but there were exceptions, an 
when the grounds for refusing the lowest 
tender were reasonable the regional officers 
of the Ministry did approve this action. It 
was vital that tender prices should be kept 
down as low as possible. While the regional 
Offices of the Ministry in no way accepted 
responsibility for the choice of contractors. 
they frequently advised local authorities on 
problems that might arise in regard to any 
particular contractor, particularly on whether 
he was being overloaded with work. 


Houses Built 


Mr. Bevan, replying to Mr. John Haire, 
said that the numbers of dwellings of three. 
two and one bedrooms completed since 1945 
by local authorities up to September 30 Jast 
were 399.328, 75,141 and 24.518 respectively. 
Local authorities were, on his advice, now 
building substantially larger proportions of 
one- and two-bedroom dwellings. 


Mr. Harre asked if the Minister con- 
sidered the advisability of greatly extending 
the number of two-bedroom houses, 
especially if they could be so designed that 
= third bedroom could be added at a Jater 

ate. 


Mr. Bevan said he called the attention of 
local authorities to this a very long time ago. 
His Central Housing Advisory Committee 
had issued advice on this matter, and last 
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year he sent out a special and urgent circular 
on the question. 

BRIGADIER PRIOR-PALMER asked if the 
Minister was not aware of the difficulties 
which certain local authorities were experi- 
encing in getting permission from his regional 
officers. Would he circularise his regional 
officers about this? 


Mr. Bevan: It has been made clear for 
a very long time indeed that the regional 
office do not control the design and nature 
of the dwellings put up by local authorities, 
but only make an examination to see whether 
the tenders are unreasonably high 
[November 9.] 


Shelter Policy 


On November 9 Mr. Epe, the Home Secre- 
tary, made the following statement on air- 
raid shelter policy: — 

The Government have given much con- 
sideration to. the difficult technical and other 
problems which surround the question of 
shelter against the formidable types of air 
attack against which we must be prepared 
in the event of a future major war, and has 
now, after consultation with the Local 
Authority Associations, arrived at conclu- 
sions as respects the lines on which plan- 
ning should proceed for the provision of air- 
raid shelter for the public. The provision 
of shelter in industrial and commercial 
establishments will come within the scope 
of the discussions on civil defence, which 
have already been started, with representa- 
tives of industry and commerce. In the 
event of a future war, there are likely to be 
heavy casualties. It was not possible in the 
last war, and it would not be possible in the 
future, to provide complete immunity against 
attack from the air. I am advised that it 
is technically feasible to provide shelter 
which would go far to reduce casualties from 
all forms of attack. The best forms of 
shelter in common use in the last war would 
again be very valuable, and a higher grade 
of protection against atomic effects is being 
considered for areas which seem likely to 
be selected as targets for atomic attack. 


It would not be possible to provide shelter 
on any significant scale without making 
heavy calls on labour and materials much 
needed for other purposes, and it is there- 
fore essential that, as and when resources 
can be made available for shelter work, they 
should be applied to the best possible advan- 
tage. For this purpose careful planning is 
essential. and it has been decided to reauest 
local authorities for areas considered Jikely 
to be targets for attack to survey the areas 
in question, to assess the amount of addi- 
tional shelter needed and to formulate pro- 
posals as to how it can best be provided. 

To assist local authorities.in this task, it 
is proposed to provide them with a “ Memo- 
randum of Technical Guidance on the pro- 
vision of Air Raid Shelter,” which has been 
prepared by the Ministry of Works. and a 
memorandum prepared by the Home Depart- 
ments and entitled “ Planning for provision 
of Air Raid Shelter for the public,” which 
will indicate the lines on which it is thought 
that planning should proceed. 

One point to which the Government 
attaches great importance is that plans should 
be made for a maximum of shelter which 
will have peace-time uses and will not inter- 
fere with amenities or traffic requirements. 

In the light of the reports received as a 
result of the survey, the Government will 
consider how soon and on what scale it 
will be practicable, having regard to the 
international situation and other calls on 
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manpower and materials, to embark on a 
programme of shelter construction. 

I hope to be in a position to issue the 
two memoranda I have mentioned in the 
course of the next few weeks, 


Single House Plots 


On November 7 Sik HuGH Lucas-TOoTH 
asked the Chancellor of the Exchequer why 
the concession in favour of owners of single 
house plots is limited to those who started 
to build a house on their plot before 
January 1, 1953; and whether he would give 
an assurance that the case of those who were 
prevented from starting before that date 
because they cannot obtain a licence would 
receive further consideration. 

Mr. GAITSKELL said that the arrangements 
to which the hon. member referred allowed 
the owner of a single plot who started to 
build before January 1, 1953, to set off de- 
velopment charge against his claim on the 
£300 million. This rate was selected 
because the £300 million had to be distri- 
buted before July 1, 1953, and a few months 
would be needed for the administrative 
arrangements. The claims of single plot 
owners who could not start to build by 
January 1, 1953, would receive further con- 
sideration when the scheme for distributing 
the £300 million was being prepared. 


Mr. Marples and Minister of Health 


On November 13 Mr. MARPLES, in a per- 
sonal statement, recalled that during the 
housing debate on November 6 the Minister 
of Health said that after he (Mr. Marples) 
left the firm of Kirk and Kirk, Ltd., his 
colleagues built the B.S.C. house satisfac- 
torily in competition with traditional build- 
ings, whereas Mr. Marples was building 
power stations. The managing director of 
Kirk and Kirk, Ltd., informed him that 
since he (Mr. Marples) resigned from the 
firm on January 30, 1950, they had not built 
a single B.S.C. house. Nor did they build 
any before. The statement of the Minister 
of Health was inaccurate. 

The Minister also referred to guarantees 
by the Ministry to Kirk and Kirk, Ltd., 
about orders for B.S.C. houses, and said “it 
was not possible for the Ministry of Health 
finally to have given any such guarantee.” 
On May 30, 1946, the Ministry of Health 
wrote to Kirk and Kirk, Ltd.: “ You would 
then undertake to build up to 1,200 houses. 
. .. If so, we would be ready to induce local 
authorities to enter into such contracts with 
you up to this programme.” 

Because the Ministry wanted Kirk and 
Kirk, Ltd., to build B.S.C. houses (continued 
Mr. Marples), and in view of the Ministry’s 
written assurance as well as other verbal 
assurances, Kirk and Kirk, Ltd., built a 
special factory costing £80.000 in which to 
prefabricate the house. But owing to a 
change in Government policy, it proved im- 
possible to get enough orders for the B.S.C. 
house, and the company was forced to 
abandon the project and to sell the factory 
and machinery. This inevitable decision was 
not his own personal decision but a collec- 
tive and unanimous decision of the board 
of directors of the company. 

Mr. BEVAN said that, in point of fact, 
the substance of his charge against the hon. 
member was left untouched. 

The Minister suggested that as Mr. 
Marples’ statement was a long one, involv- 
ing relationships within companies, the hon. 
member should take an opportunity of 
raising the matter in a debate and he would 
reply. 
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AN INTERNATIONAL 
BUILDING CONFERENCE 
N.F.B.T.E. Delegate’s Report 


E have received from Mr. Keith Martin 

the following account of the Inter- 
national Federation of Building and Public 
Works Conference, held in Venice from 
September 23 to 28 last. Mr. Martin was 
one of the National Federation’s delegates. 


Prior to the conference some 33 papers 
from various countries were circulated, deal- 
ing with the four following subjects which 
were on the agenda for discussion:— 
(1) The incidence of social charges and taxes 
on total building costs; (2) Creation of an 
International Loan Bank for Building; (3) 
Bonus or incentive payment schemes; 
(4) Welfare in the building industry. 


1. Most of the papers on the incidence of 
social charges and taxes revealed the in- 
creasing burden which the building industry 
is being called upon to bear as a result of 
taxation in one form or another; in con- 
sidering the rising cost of building work 
throughout the world due regard should be 
had to the part taxation is playing in pro- 
ducing these increased costs. The General 
Assembly, in considering the recommenda- 
tions of the Committee dealing with the first 
item on the agenda, expressed the hope that 
the collecting of fiscal charges on the con- 
struction of houses should be I'mited to such 
charges as are based upon the profit made 
by the contractor, as is the case in several 
countries. 


International Loan Bank 

2. Italy introduced the interesting pro- 
posal for the creation of an International 
Loan Bank for Building. The object was 
to create a fund for financing building work 
amongst the member countries of the Inter- 
national Federation. The view expressed on 
this proposal by the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers was in the 
following terms:—In response to a resolu- 
tion adopted on August 11, 1949, by the 
Economic and Social Council, the Secretary 
General of the United Nations appointed a 
group of experts to report on national and 
international measures for full employment. 
Amongst other things the report contains the 
following points of note:— 


(i) Two measures are proposed to correct 
the insecure structure of trade (as described 
in detail in the report) now largely dependent 
upon annual Congressional grants and upon 
diminishing foreign-exchange balances, i.e., 
(a) a world trade-adjustment conference, 
under the aegis of the Economic and Social 
Council, in which governments would 
examine each other’s future trade plans and 
adjust their own plans in the light of what 
was thus revealed and in the light of (b) a 
system of stabilised long-term international 
capital movements, on the basis of sub- 
stantial borrowings from governments and 
lending to governments, for general develop- 
ment purposes, to be operated by a new 
department of the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development. 


(i) In prescriptions for domestic full em- 
ployment (excepting counter-cyclical 
government projects) investment is assumed 
to follow expected opportunities for profit; 
and acts of investment are assumed to be 
taken by a very large number of individuals 
and institutions. The aim of pol'cy is to 
create the environment which will yield the 
appropriate volume of investment. What 
the experts propose. however, is a large. 





THE BUILDER 


stable flow of international investment, the 
character of which is to be determined by 
negotiation between governments and an in- 
ternational public body. The criteria for 
lending by new department would be 
changed from those now governing the 
operations of the International Bank. In- 
stead of entertaining particular projects, the 
Bank would lend to individual governments. 
Instead of examining the expected profit- 
ability of a project, the Bank would examine 
the whole national development programme 
to which it was making contribution, and 
judge whether it was “ well-conceived.” 


(iii) It is noted that the International 
Bank’s ability to lend has been limited by 
the fact that it has not been presented with 
a sufficient number of well-designed, busi- 
ness-like proposals. 


(iv) Ultimately, domestic economic de- 
velopment must be conceived as a series of 
particular projects, which in detail as well 
as in broad pattern, yield a more or less 
national and self-sustaining structure. 


It seems from the above that an Interna- 
tional Loan Bank for Building would have 
little chance of success as a separate institu- 
tion, but that it should come within the orbit 
of the International Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development, because this is one 
of the objectives for which it was created. 
The proposal was received sympathetically 
at the eleventh session of the Economic and 
Social Council of the United Nations, held 
at Geneva from July 3 to August 16 last, and 
as contributors to the International Bank, 
our respective countries are entitled to 
pursue this matter at international level. 


The General Assembly agreed to the set- 
ting up of a Technical Committee to con- 
sider all the problems involved, of which 
there are many, not the least of which is the 
present general control on the movement of 
capital from one country to another. 


Sweden’s Experience of Incentives 

3. Sweden has worked incentives longer 
than most other countr’es and provided a 
suitable warning of the pitfalls to be 
avoided in planning incentives schemes, i.e. 
(a) Payment by results produced a certain 
lack of flexibility in the carrying out of 
work; (b) Each team, or group of workers, 
w'shes to run its work in the most advan- 
tageous manner for it, or themselves; 
(c) Where any interruption occurs claims for 
compensation are lodged and they tend to 
be frequent, because it is often impossible 
to achieve complete co-ordination of all 
trades so as to eliminate interrupt’on; (d) It 
is difficult to reduce wage costs by the in- 
troduction of new methods particularly 
where they may affect the bonus rates in 
operation. 

Wherever incentives have been introduced 
and properly worked there is overwhelming 
ev'dence that the cost of building work has 
been reduced. The General Assembly 
agreed that wage payments should be linked 
with output, but that there must be neither 
faulty workmanship. nor excessive fatigue 
to the operative. 


The Improved Standard of We'fare 

4. The standard of welfare in the build- 
ing industry has undoubtedly improved. and 
is still improv'ng. in most of the member 
countries and the General Assembly recom- 
mends the promotion by every economical 
and feasible means of a universallv accent- 
able standord of welfare based upon the 
special conditions prevailing in each country. 


St 


INDUSTRIAL BUILDING 
PROBLEMS 
F.B.L. Statement 


[THE Federation of British Industries, 

while not challenging the principle that 
there must be some form of public control 
of the use of land, has, with the help of an 
expert commiitee, formulated constructive 
proposals for major alterations to the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947. These were 
covered in a document sent in August to the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning and 
the Secretary of State for Scotland. Since 
the proposals* may be considered as of 
general interest, the Federation feels that 
they should now be made public. 


Following is a summary of the chief 
points which the document contains, together 
with others which the Federation has raised 
with the Government in the course of 
representations made over many months. 


The Federation recommends a thorough 
review of the vexatious procedures concerned 
with industrial building projects and exten- 
sions; a cutting down of the time allowed 
for decisions at each stage; and optional 
arrangements in large projects for all 
Departments to meet together for simulta- 
neous decision on a projected development. 


The Federation points out that the 
Government is given powers under the Acts 
to control the location of industry, but no 
one knows what is the official policy for the 
industrial expansion of particular areas, nor 
do they understand on what principles urban 
industrial development is to be permitted. 


The Federation has unsuccessfully asked 
for an explanation of Government policy for 
the location of industry, particularly as it 
affects dispersal from urban areas. It asks 
again, for much time and money, it con- 
siders, is wasted in the preparation of 
plans which will not be approved. 


A further difficulty noted is that due to 
the reluctance of planning authorities to 
grant “consents to develop” for a suffi- 
ciently long period to make such develop- 
ment commercially sound. 


Financial Problems 

In their present form, the document states, 
the financial provisions of the Acts are in- 
equitable. At present, compensation for 
loss of development rights is based upon the 
distribution of a fixed and arbitrary sum of 
£300 millions. The Federation recommends 
that this should be replaced by a “ develop- 
ment value certificate” system. Under this 
method, certificates would be issued to land- 
owners for the amount of the development 
value of their land at the date of passing of 
the Acts. At each subsequent development, 
the development charge would be assessed 
and set off against the development value 
recorded on this certificate. No develop- 
ment charges would be payable in cash until 
the development value of the land had been 
absorbed in this way. But certificates should 
be realisable in cash where permission to 
deveiop was refused. 


Such a system would result in landowners 
being trea*ed equitably. They would be able 
to realise the development value of the land 
they held before the Acts where development 
has taken place. or would have taken place 
but for restrictions. 





*Town and Covntrv Planninz Acts, 1947. Pro- 
posats for amendment Federation of British 
Industries. 21, Tothill-street, S.W.1. 
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DEVELOPMENT IN PAKISTAN 
Report of an Industrial Mission 


(THE way in which it is considered the 

United Kingdom can make the greatest 
contribution to Pakistan’s development in the 
field of building and civil engineering, is 
outlined in the recently published report of 
an industrial mission which visited Pakistan 
earlier this year on the authority of the 
President of the Board of Trade. Lord 
Burghley, K.C.M.G., was appointed to lead 
the mission and the terms of reference were 
as follows: 


“To explore and report to the United 
Kingdom Government on the steps which 
might be taken to assist the flow of trade 
in both directions between the United King- 
dom and Pakistan, and particularly on the 
ways in which the United Kingdom industrial 
and commercial interests could assist further 
in the planning and execution of schemes 
which the Pakistan Government have under 
consideration for the economic development 
of their country and the expansion of its 
trade.” 


Of the total of £200,000,000 likely to be 
spent in Pakistan over a period of five years 
on all development schemes, £70.000,000 
will go in civil engineering and building work. 
Members of the mission visited many sites 
where civil engineering schemes are to be 
carried out and saw other schemes in various 
stages of construction from early begin- 
nings to near completion. 


A Difficult Task 

“Whilst the task which the Pakistan 
Government has set itself in its Development 
Plan is not excessive for a country with a 
long-established administration.” says the 
report, “it will undoubtedly prove difficult 
of execution in the stated time where a new 
organisation is being built up and men have 
to be trained to the jobs during the develop- 
ment period. 

“There is so much to be done and time 
is so short. We suggest, therefore, that the 
way in which the United Kingdom can make 
the greatest contribution to Pakistan's 
development in this field is to put at the dis- 
posal of Pakistan a proportion—small rela- 
tive to our total capacity—of the established 
constructional organisation built up in this 
country over a period of many years in the 
form of consulting engineers, architects, 
civil engineering and building contractors, 
and plant and machinery manufacturers. 


“The employment of this combination 
for constructional purposes would entirely 
relieve the Pakistan Government and offi- 
cials of all the preoccupation of the engin- 
eering work during the period of construc- 
tion and thus enable them to concentrate 
in the building-up of the future organisa- 
tion and the training of personnel for 
operational purposes when the works are 
completed and handed over.” 


Referring to the organisation of con- 
structional work in Pakistan, the report 
says :—“ The system employed on all sites 
follows the universally accepted practice 
adopted by the Indian Public Works and 
Irrigation Departments during the last cen- 
tury in carrying out their maintenance and 
new construction works. Under this system 
no consulting engineers are employed and 
the works are executed by departmental 
administration, either with direct labour or 
by small labour sub-contractors or a com- 
bination of both. 


“ Although the system is the same on all 
the sites, the methods of construction differ 
widely; the River Ravi syphon scheme for 
example offers a striking contrast to the 
Lower Sind barrage. On the Ravi scheme 
a labour force of 15,000 with a large num- 
ber of donkeys and camels and a small 
number of machines compares with a rela- 
tively small labour force and construction 
plant -to the value of approximately 
£1,000,000 on the barrage scheme. 

“ Boring for tube-wells at Rasul is being 
performed by tripod drilling rigs and hand 
labour and the methods follow that usually 
associated with boring for a water supply 
where the object is to obtain the maximum 
quantity of water for the size of the bore- 
hole. The tube-wells which we visited were 
about 250 ft. in depth, approximately 100 
ft. of which consisted of strainer tube in 
the water-bearing strata, and the actual 
boring occupied some eight to ten weeks. 

“The direct labour system as developed 
in pre-Partition days by the Indian Public 
Works Department and elsewhere, has, of 
course, certain advantages—the most not- 
able perhaps is that it allows work to pro- 
ceed before the designs, schemes and esti- 
mates are finalised and also that alterations 
and modifications can more readily be made 
as the work is in progress. 

“Tt is, however, a system with certain 
disadvantages for new works of construc- 
tion, and it is perhaps not unjust to say that 
only in exceptional circumstances and under 
the most favourable conditions is it either 
efficient or economic for this type of work. 
The expenditure of large sums of money 
demands that careful planning must precede 
execution while adequate and expert super- 
vision is essential for good workmanship, 
control of materials, efficiency and 
economy. 


“The employment of a large labour force, 
as at Ravi, much of it imported from the 
tribal areas, has its attendant problems of 
housing, feeding, the provision of water 
supply, sanitation, policing and other ser- 
vices. In contrast, the high degree of 
mechanisation, as at Kotri, makes the 
employment of adequate experienced per- 
sonnel and technicians absolutely essential 
for the efficient and economic working and 
maintenance of the machines. In_ this 
connection British contractors are well 
fitted to assist by reason of their experi- 
ence, and trained personnel to cope with 
either of these two extremes. 


Suggested Contract System 

Describing a system which, it is sugges- 
ted, would overcome the problems arising 
from the rapid expansion under the 
Development Plan, the report states :— 
“This would require the setting up of a 
small administrative body in London which 
would act in liaison with the Pakistan 
Development Board in Karachi. It is sug- 
gested also that the existing Development 
Board might be formed, to ensure continuity, 
on a permanent basis, with the political 
heads as ex officio members, and should 
include representatives of commerce and 
industry. 

“The administrative body in the United 
Kingdom would deal with organisation, 
progress and co-ordination and might con- 
sist of a director, deputy director, civil elec- 
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trical and mechanical engineers, an account- 
ant and assistants with a secretariat. 

“Its duty when any new scheme is 
approved by the Government would be to 
appoint consulting engineers with special- 
ised knowledge and experience in the type 
of work to be undertaken. The consulting 
engineers would be paid on the usual basis. 
calculated on the total value of the work. 
The engineers in turn would nominate a 
civil engineering contractor after consulting 
a select list of contractors experienced in 
the particular type of construction and hav- 
ing the nucleus of a staff, personnel and 
plant available for executing the work. The 
contractor would enter into a contract on 
the specifications, drawings and bills of 
quantities prepared by the engineers on a 
target estimate basis with an agreed per- 
centage for profit, a bonus for saving in 
time and cost and a penalty for delays and 
extra cost. The necessary incentives would 
thus be provided for the contractors to 
complete the work efficiently and economic- 
ally in the shortest possible time and guaran- 
tees given to the Government that under 
the supervision and guidance of the con- 
sulting engineers the materials and work- 
manship would be of the highest order. 

“The consulting engineers would also 
obtain quotations for the supply and 
delivery of the various plant and machinery 
and, after analysis and approval by the 
organising body, place the order and follow 
up the stages of manufacture and progress, 
thus co-ordinating the time of the construc- 
tion work and avoiding delays and other 
difficulties. 

“The large number of administrative 
staff and personnel who will be engaged in 
these works during the next five years will! 
make a valuable contribution to the train- 
ing of Pakistanis unti] they are in a posi- 
tion to undertake these works by themselves 


Advantages to be Gained 

“Some of the advantages to be derived 
from the operation of this system would be 
as follows: (a) Delays in manufacture, sup- 
ply of machinery and equipment during con- 
struction would be minimised or eliminated 
altogether. (b) The time occupied— 
usually at least six months—as well as the 
unnecessary expenditure involved in pre- 
paring documents for a competitive tender. 
obtaining tenders, analysing and reporting 
would be saved. 

“(c) Works would be economically de- 
signed by experienced consulting engineers. 
(d) Workmanship and materials would be 
of the highest order under the supervision of 
the consulting engineer. (e) Contractors of 
repute with the necessary experience, organ- 
isation and plant would be selected to carry 
out the work successfully. (f) Work would 
be executed economically in the shortest 
possible time. 

“As an alternative to the system pro- 
posed there are a few organisations in the 
United Kingdom which under a consortium 
of administration, engineers, civil engineer- 
ing and building contractors, together with 
groups of manufacturers and engineering 
firms, are prepared to undertake complete 
projects from the inception of the scheme 
to final completion, including preliminary 
surveys, designs and the supervision and 
execution of construction. 

“The consortium arrangement might 
with advantage be used for specific schemes 
which the Pakistan Government may have 
under consideration without affecting the 
general application of the contract system 
as already outlined.” 
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‘** ON’SITE ” METHOD OF 
HOUSE BUILDING 


Use of Concrete Construction 


A CONTRACT for 100 permanent houses, 
erected by the “On’Site” system of 
building devised by Mr. Eugene O'Sullivan, 
is just being completed at St. Mary Cray, 
Kent, for the London County Council. The 
principal item of equipment used in this 
system of construction is the “ On’Site ” 











Top: The building machine 


Centre: A section of completed wall 
Below: Houses built by “* On’Site ” system 


building machine, which enables in situ con- 
tinuous cavity or solid walls to be built in 
concrete. 

The machine is made of special alloy, 

light in weight and can be handled by one 
operator. Ancillary plant for house con- 
struction comprises a chimney mould, 
moulds for forming Intols to door and 
window openings, a mould for sealing the 
cavity at eaves level, and reveal shutters for 
closing the cavity at door and window 
openings. 
“Method of Construction. — Foundations 
are constructed of concrete in trenches 27 in. 
wide by 9 in. deep in running fashion to 
suit lengths of walls to a depth in the ground 
to suit the nature of subsoil. 
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The walls are constructed up to floor level 
by means of the “ On’Site” machine using 
a 6-in. high or 9-in. high mould to suit 
height of floor level. All the walls are built 
to this height ready for dampcourse inser- 
tion. The ground is levelled to receive a 
6-in. thick concrete slab over the site between 
external walls and later a floor finish is 
added. The main external cavity walling’ 
commences in 9-in. lifts, giving a continuous 
concrete wall between all openings. Special 
metal wall ties are spaced at every 9-in. 
course in height and every 15-in. spacing 
horizontally. This process is continuous, to 
the full height of the building, the machine 
being moved by hand immediately after fill- 
ing. Work can be commenced on top of 
the previous course within two to three 
hours, thereby giving three courses in height 
per working day. One man using the machine 
in normal conditions may place more than 
the equivalent of 1,500 bricks per eight-hour 
working day. 


EMPLOYERS’ PART IN 
TRAINING APPRENTICES 
L.M.B.A. Central Area Meeting 

A NUMBER of interesting points relating 
to current problems with which the 
building industry is faced were discussed by 
Mr. E. L. Jones, M.B.E., at a recent meet- 
ing of the L.M.B.A. Central Area No. 1. 

The intake of apprentices, he said, was 
still very disappointing, being far below the 
annual target fixed by the B.A.T.C. as the 
estimated number required to replace the 
normal wastage of craftsmen in the industry. 
Employers could not complain of the short- 
age of craftsmen if they were not playing 
their part in training them. 

It was surprising, he went on, that in a 
number of cases referred to the Joint 
Apprenticeship Committee for cancellation 
of the indentures of apprentices on the 
grounds of unsatisfactory behaviour, there 
was no evidence that the employe:s con- 
cerned had taken the trouble to keep 
the parents advised of their sons’ progress 
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and the parents had no idea of the difficul- 
ties which had arisen. Mr. Jones thought ft 
obvious that the co-operation of the 
parents would be extremely useful in pre 
venting difficulties arising with apprentices. 
On the subject of incentives, Mr. Jones 
stated some form of incentive scheme was 
necessary in the present circumstances. He 
felt it deplorable, however, that in a recent 
survey which had been undertaken on certain 
housing schemes, it was found that incem- 
tives were being applied in only 50 per cent. 
of the contracts under review and that even 
in those cases many of the so-called schemes 
were unsatisfactory and were really cloaks 
for the payment of plus rates. ; 


Turning to the report of the tour of the 
U.S.A. by the Productivity Team, Mr. Jones 
said that it was a pity that such emphasis 
was laid upon the effect of the fear of un- 
employment and upon the speed of the 
American operative. The rate of wages in 
the U.S. was not so _ favourable as 
appeared in the Report when it was taken 
into consideration that the operatives were 
only in employment for an average of eight 
months in the year. British operatives were 
not prepared to accept such conditions. Ip 
addition, welfare arrangements on American 
build:ng sites were absent and the accident 
rate was far higher than in this country. 

An investigation of the practice of Amer 
can trade unions showed that they compelled 
contracting firms to become more efficient 
by their demands for higher wages and that 
they welcomed the prosperity of the 
employers because that prosperity was re- 
flected in the higher wages which they were 
enabled to demand. This was an idea which 
might be copied, although it should be borne 
in mind that there was not in the US. 
the same need to keep prices down as there 
was in this country where a higher standard 
of living could only be justified by extra 
productivity and the greater use of man 
power. 

Some trade unions were trying the experi- 
ment of educating selected men in ‘skilled 
management so that they could be called 
into consultation by employers. Mr. Jones 
wondered whether such an arrangement 
would be welcomed in the British building 
industry. There was undoubtedly a need 
for skilled advice for members of joint pro- 
duction committees and for operatives on 
the operation of incentive schemes, and he 
thought that on their side the L.M.B.A. 
might well consider the appointment of 
labour relations officers. 


APPRENTICES OVER EIGHTEEN 
Release for Day Classes 
THE WHOLE QUESTION of school attend 
ance by building apprentices was discussed 
at some length at the recent conference 
between the London Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation and representatives from technical 


schools. The matter has also been com 
sidered by the L.M.B.A. Apprenticeship 
Committee. As a result, the Council of the 


L.M.B.A., at its last meeting, accepted a 
recommendation from the Apprenticeship 
Committee that employers should be en- 
couraged to release their apprentices for 
attendance at day classes for the eomple- 
tion of the school year in which their 
eighteenth birthday occurs, and not for the 
completion of the term in which the birth- 
day falls, as the National Joint Apprenticeship 
Board some time ago interpreted the appro- 
eae clause in the National Apprenticeship 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS 
LIGHTING 


"THE following is a summary of a paper 
given by Mr. C, Dykes Brown at a meet- 
ing of the Illuminating Engineering Society, 
which took place on November 14. 
Although the House of Commons has been 
erected on the original site, many improved 
amenities have been included in the new 
building. Among these the lighting installa- 
fions, especially in the Debating Chamber. 
are of particular interest. While the architec- 
fure is still Gothic in style, much of the 
élaborate ornamentation which was pre- 
dominant before has been eliminated. 


In daylight, the central portion of the 
ceiling has the appearance of being panelled 
in oak and is in perfect harmony with the 
dak roof and panelled walls. The ceiling is, 
however, glazed and forms a laylight above 
which is concealed the main source of arti- 
ficial lighting. Many difficulties had to be 
avercome before this illusion was perfected 
and not the least was the provision of a 
suitable glass. In addition to the glass hav- 
ing to bear a close resemblance during day- 
light to the oak roof, it had also to (1) be 
sufficiently diffus'ng satisfactorily to obscure 
the source of light, (2) have a light transmis- 
gion factor as high as possible; (3) be un- 
breakable. Eleven d:fferent types were care- 
fully examined before a specially tinted 3-ply 
glass was eventually selected. A separate 
fighting unit has been installed behind each 
of the 150 panels in the ceiling, each unit 
containing a cold cathode fluorescent lamp. 
The lamp is 14 ft. 8 in. long, and is shaped 
in the form of a spiral to light the front 
glass evenly. 

It was a requirement of the installation 
that as the daylight waned the artificial light- 
ing would be so controlled that at no time 
would its introduction be likely to distract a 
Member addressing the House. This has 
been achieved by arranging for the lamps to 
be dimmer-controlled. A separate transduc- 
for to vary the lamp current and hence the 
intensity is associated with each lamp. As 
the lighting in the Chamber is distributed 
Qver two independent 3-phase supplies, a 
motor-driven potentiometer to control the 
direct current in the transductors has been 
installed for each group of thirty lamps. 


Additional lighting for the back row of 
benches under the gallery has been provided 
by a line of 2-ft. 20 watt hot cathode lamps 
recessed in the underside of the gallery. 
Obscured “ Perspex” has been used to con- 
cea] these and 15 watt filament lamps which 
are contained in the same channel for second- 
ary lighting. A further system of lighting 
fo enable the character and architecture of 
the Chamber to be better appreciated at 
night has been concealed in the window cills 
along the east and west sides of the building. 
Two 8-ft. 125 watt hot cathode lamps are 
installed in each of 10 window cills. 

Both the under gallery and cill lighting are 
dimmer-coritro!led by means of transductors 
and motor-driven potentiometers. These 
motor-driven dimmers for the Chamber 
lighting are normally operated from the 
engineer’s contro] room in the basement. 
His contro! panel is fitted w:th push-button 
switches and indicator instruments to show 
the intensity of the lighting. Fluorescent 
lighting has been used extensively in other 
parts of the House of Commons, including 
conference rooms. interviewing and _ secve- 
tarial rooms, lobbies, plant rooms and lifts.. 


THE BUILDER 


THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 
Mr. Bevan’s Criticisms Answered 


G PEAKING at the annual dinner of the 
Birmingham Association of Building 
Trades Employers at Birmingham on Novem- 
ber 13, Mr. Ropert O. Lioyp, O.B.E.. 
President of the N.F.B.T.E., said he 
challenged Mr. Aneurin Bevan to _ pro- 
duce any evidence from the _ recent 
Report of the Building Industry -Work- 
ing Party—a body of experts set up by 
the Government—which would justify his 
recent allegation in the House of Commons 
that the build:ng industry was the most 
anarchist and ‘inefficient of all industries. 
“In fact,” said Mr. Lloyd, “that Report 
showed that, despite the difficulties arising 
from the many changes in Government 
policy during the last few years, the industry 
is well on the way to solving the many prob- 
lems which face it. It seems a pity that 
builders have to deal with tommy rot as 
well as dry rot.” 

The President added: “A programme of 
housing which provides for yearly increas2s 
would be helpful because it would encour- 
age the manufacturers to produce increasing 
supplies of materials. This, in turn, would 
lead to increased output on the site and, 
therefore, to the erection of more buildings, 
including houses. So long as supplies of 
materials continue to be short and deliveries 
to be erratic, the operatives cannot give of 
their best and the attempts of employers to 
organise on sound lines and to introduce 
bonus schemes will be largely frustrated, 


“In accordance with arranBements made 
more than two years ago, the working of 
bonus schemes in the industry is now being 
reviewed jointly by representatives of the 
optratives and of the employers. The 
review, which will, I hope, result in measures 
leading to the wider application of bonus 
schemes, is proceeding satisfactorily, and I 
think that it will be possible for a joint 
statement to be made before Christmas.” 
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DEVELOPMENT PLANS 
Planning Association Talk 
THE view that when presented to the 
public development plans would 
probably evoke general disappointment, 
which in turn might have serious conse- 
quences for future planning, was expressed 
by Mr. W. O. Humpuery, F.R.LCS., 
M.T.P.L, when ‘he addressed the Town and 
Country Planning Association on Novem- 
ber 1. We take the following extracts from 
his remarks :— 

It is all too evident that the planning 
movement needs a tonic, and this would be 
supplied if the development plans secured 
general public approval and fulfilled the 
requirements so ably enunciated by the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, 
namely: “ Development plans or the written 
statements by which they are to be amplified 
must contain adequate guidance as to the 
types and standards of development likely 
to meet with approval, and nothing should 
be withheld from a development plan which 
is material thereto.” 

On the other hand, if these plans dis- 
appoint the public, and instead of portraying 
and ericouraging proper development add to 
the present feeling of frustration, public 
antagonism may become so strong that real 
progress in positive planning is hindered, if 
not entirely stopped, for a generation. 

A famous American once said that you 
can fool all the people some of the time 
and some of the people all the time, but not 
alf fhe people ali the time. I am afraid, 
however, that the development plans now 
being prepared, especially for county areas, 
will be regarded as an attempt to “get 
away” with the third of those alternatives. 
The basic county plans will merely be one- 
inch ordnance maps of the county decorated 
with certain hieroglyphics; many of these 
hieroglyphics will consist of half-inch circles 
with various coloured segments; there will 
probably be some triangles and almost 
certainly a few red squares with black 
“M’s,” but the prospective developer, 
whether public or private, will look in vain 
for any indication as to where he will be 
allowed to carry out his project, whatever 
that may be. Nor will the plan inspire the 
public with a knowledge of what their 
county is destined to look like in the future. 

For county boroughs, and perhaps some of 
the larger towns in counties, “ town maps ” 
will also be produced, but these will only 
give very broad zonings comparable, 
perhaps, to the plans produced under the 
1932 Act. As copies of the development 
plans have to be made available to the 
public at reasonable cost, it appears that 
instead of colours, which at least could be 
quickly grasped, hatchings and cross hatch- 
ings will have to be used to indicate the 
different, zonings. In either case, even if a 
skilled planner is available to interpret the 
meaning of the hieroglyphics, the approval 
of the development plan will leave the 
eveloper in precisely the same position as 
he is at present, without any security as to 
what development he can carry out on his 
land, or knowledge of what people may be 
empowered to carry out thereon. 

Another aspect of the problem is pre- 
sented by the fact that whether a develop- 
ment plan is in operation or not, permission 
to develop must always be sought, and an 
appeal will always lie to the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning against any de- 
cision on that application given by the local 
planning authority, which means, in effect. 
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that the Minister for the time being, who- 
ever he may be, will always really be plan- 
ning from day to day in dealing with 
particular applications, and, as he is open to 
political pressures, that thought is a very 
dreadful one. 


CONTROL OF BUILDING 
OPERATIONS 
M.O.H. Circular 


N Circular 108/50 and in connection with 
reduction in capital expenditure, the 
Minister of Health refers to Circular 5/50 
of January 12 last, which mentioned a 
number of changes made by the Govern- 
ment with the object of reducing capital 
expenciture to deal with the country’s 
economic difficulties. On a review of the 
Situation it has been decided that the 
measures for reducing expenditure explained 
in paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Circular must 
remain in operation until further notice, 
expenditure during 1949 continuing to be 
taken as the basic figure on which the 
appropriate reduction of 20 per cent. is to 
be made. 

On the subject of amendment of building 
licence forms, the Circular states, a case has 
recently been brought to the notice of the 
Ministry of Works in which a_ building 
licence for the erection of a new house was 
sold by the licensee to another person for 
whom the house was then erected. As it is 
the intent'on that licences should be issued 
for new houses to those whose need is 
greatest, the sale or transfer of licences is 
clearly undesirable. It may be possible to 
prosecute either or both parties to the trans- 
action in suitable cases; but it is usually a 
difficult matter and local authorities should 
therefore normally refer such instances as 
come to their notice to the Regional Office 
of the Ministry of Works for consideration. 

In order that it may be made even more 
clear to licensees that the licence is personai 
to them and may not be transferred, it has 
been dec'ded to amend the licence form 
CL. 1138 in certain respects. As, however, 
large stocks of the present form still exist, 
no reprint will take place for some time. 
Local authorities should, therefore, in 
appropriate cases make the following amend- 
ments to the forms in their possession :— 

(a) On the face of the form “Subject to 
the conditions hereafter set forth, this 
Licence is hereby granted” should be 
amended to “ Subject to the conditions here- 
aster set forty, Mipsis... ic<01<scccco.ces is hereby 
licensed.” (The name inserted should be 
that of the build’ng owner, or the person 
paying the cost of the work, and should be 
the same as in the address at the top of the 
form.) 

(b) Condition 2: After “transferable ” 
add “and the work authorised thereby shall 
not be carried out by any person other than 
the licensee or his agent.” 

(c) Condition 7: for “If it is decided” 
substitute “If the licensee decides.” 

It will, of course, normally only be 
necessary to make these amendments as 
regards licences for new houses. Local 
authorities are requested to use the official 
form CL. 1138 and should in no circum- 
stances print their own forms. 


COURSES FOR FOREMEN 


A liaison committee between the L.M.B.A. 
and the Association of Principals of Tech- 
nical Institutes, the Regional Advisory 
Council, the three London Foremen’s Asso- 
ciations and the Ministry of Education has 
been formed to stimulate interest in the 
training of foremen and to organise courses. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Shortage of Plasterboard 

Birkenhead’s building progress is threat- 
ened by a serious shortage of plasterboards, 
and it has been stated by a manufacturing 
company of plasterboards that supplies of 
paper, which is an essential commodity in 
manufacture, are negligible. 


Government Factory Allocated 

The Board of Trade announce that they 
have allocated the surplus Government fac- 
tory at Clayton-le-Moor, Accrington, to the 
English Electric Co., Ltd:, Queen’s House, 
Kingsway, London, W.C.2, for light engineer- 
ing and the manufacture of electrical equip- 
ment. 


New Housing Regulations 

The Ministry of Health announce that, 
following the annulment by Parliament of 
the Regulations issued with Circular 65/50 
to local authorities, the Minister has made 
new Regulations, viz: The Housing (Rate of 
Interest) Regulations, 1950 (S.1. 1950, No. 
1318). Copies of the Regulations may be 
purchased directly from H.M. Stationery 
Office, or through any bookseller. 


Bursaries for Building Apprentices 

The following students in carpentry and 
joinery in the Hammersmith School of 
Building and Arts and Crafts have been 
awarded bursaries to the value of £25 each, 
given by the Worshipful Company of 
Saddlers for apprentices in the building 
industry: Messrs. D. Dunstall, A. R. Brown, 
K. S. A. Barnes, A. E. Perryman. A total 
of five bursaries were awarded and the 
Hammersmith School secured four of them. 
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Yin. to 72 in. Diameter 


JUNCTIONS, BENDS, TAPERS, 
MANHOLES, GULLIES 


Particulars and Prices from— 


CROFT GRANITE, BRICK & CONCRETE 
CO. LTD., CROFT, Near LEICESTER 


Telephone: NARBOROUGH 2261-2-3 
London Office: 7, VICTORIA ST., WESTMINSTER, S.W.1 
Telephone: Abbey 4802 
Branch Office: 


WEST BANK, WIDNES. Telephone: WIDNES 2656-7 











515 


Metal Windows 

Advisory Leaflet No. 12, issued by the 
Ministry of Works, describes the fixing, 
pointing and glazing of metal windows. 
Part of the “Guides to Good Building” 
Series, it may be obtained, price 3d. for 
single copies, post free, from H.M. 
Stationery Offices. 
E.J.M.A. Officers and Council 

The annual genera! meeting of the English 
Joinery Manufaciurers’ Assoc.at on was held 
on November 2 last, when the following 
officers and members of the Council were 
elected: —President, Mr. M. van Wester- 
borg (Jayanbee Joinery, Ltd.); Vice-Presi- 
dents, Mr. W. E. Adams, J.P., F.C.1.S. (John 
Sadd and Sons, Ltd.), and Mr. E. W. T. King, 
A.1.0.B. (E. W. King and Son (Newport), 
Ltd.); Hon. Treasurer, Mr. I. A. Rutherford 
(Rutherford, Geake and Co., Ltd.); and 
Messrs. James B. Austin, J.P.; Matthew W. 
Beer; E. Boot; A. F. Clarke; J. E. Forrest, 
H. J. E. Ripper, J.P.; and J. Welch. 


THE SHOT TOWER 
LIGHTHOUSE 


A LITTLE less than a year ago the writer 
of a fourth leader in The Times described 
the Shot Tower on the South Bank as being 
“a little grim and clumsy, ‘ functional” if 
ever a building deserved the name, looking 
like a lighthouse deserted by the sea.... 
Since then the part this venerable London 
landmark is to play in next year’s Festival 
Exhibition has been the subject of much 
speculation, but now that more details are 
available it must be admitted that no more 
apt description of it can be imagined than 
that of “a lighthouse deserted by the sea. 

The Shot Tower, rising above the other 
Exhibition buildings to a height of 183 feet 
to focal plane, will flash a three million 
candlepower beam which will be visible for 
miles beyond the boundary of the capital. 

It is worth recording that exactly 100 years 
ago the first British lighthouse optic was on 
show at the Great Exhibition of 1851. Both 
the delicate lighthouse optical apparatus in 
the 1851 Exhibition and the optic for the 
Shot Tower lighthouse were manufactured 
by Messrs. Chance Bros., Ltd. ; 

The optic which will be installed in the old 
Shot Tower is very much smaller than that 
which was shown 100 years ago, for modern 
lighthouses are all-electric and can produce 
a more powerful light with less weighty 
prismatic lenses to intensify the beam. The 
source of light at the central point of focus 
will be a 3-kw electric lamp fitted on an 


* automatic lamp-exchanger so that, should 


the lamp fail, a second lamp swings auto- 
matically into focus. These two lamps will 
be placed in a “cage” of prismatic glass, 
each triangular curve of glass being individu- 
ally set into the metal frame to make sure 
that the light is “ bent” to one focal point 
and is not wasted by dispersion. 

All lighthouses have their own flashing 
character to identify one from another. The 
flashing character of the Shot Tower light 
will be a double flashing beam, recurring 
every 10 seconds, each flash having a 
duration of .33 seconds, the short eclipse 
being 1.33 seconds and the long eclipse 
being 8.01 seconds. This optic will be 
housed in a lantern 7 ft. 1 in. in diameter, 
and will be mounted on a_ ball-bearing 
pedestal and turn-table, having two motors 
to revolve it. Only one of the motors will 
be in service, the second ready to come 
into operation automatically upon the failure 
of the first. ‘ 








TRADE NEWS 


Public Works Exhibition 


William Jones, Ltd., who are occupying 
Stand No. 49 at the Public Works and Muni- 
cipal Services Exhibition, are showing a 
number of items illustrative of their range of 
railway material, contractors’ plant and 
mechanical handling equipment. 


Tylers’ and Bricklayers’ Company : 

The following have been installed as 
officers of the Worshipful Company of 
Tylers and Bricklayers for the ensuing year: 
Master, L'eutenant-Colonel W. W. Dove; 
Upper Warden, Mr. G. H. Mansfield: 
Renter Warden, Mr. John Pym. 


New Exhibit for Building Centre 


Concrete, Ltd., 16, Northumberland- 
avenue, W.C.2, have recently added another 
exhibit to the Building Centre, showing 
Bison. prestressed flooring units, including 
photographs of works’ tests and complete 
jobs. The exhibit, which was designed by 
Mr. Kenneth Dalgliesh, F.R.I.B.A., is sur- 
mounted by a large gilded bison which was 
carved in the studios of Messrs. E. J. and 
A. T. Bradford, Ltd. 


Aluminium in the Dairying Industry 

In a recent issue of The Aluminium 
Courier, published by the Aluminium 
Development Association, the emphasis is 
on the part which aluminium plays in dairy- 
ing. In all branches of this industry 
aluminium and its alloys have many applica- 
tions, from the initial milking machines to 
the final capping of bottled milk and the 
wrappings for the more solid products. A 
considerab!e amount of the metal is also 
used in the construction and fittings of 
dairy buildings and in the vehicles used for 
transporting the products at all stages. All 
these uses are illustrated in some interesting 
articles. One new use of aluminium is a 
new series of Vatican State coins which have 
been minted in an aluminium alloy. These 
also are illustrated. 


“ Reflective ” Roofing 


The Durable Asphalte Co., Ltd., announce 
their new “ Reflective” roofing, which, they 
claim, obviates the weakness of the usual 
mastic asphalt roofing. A heavily bitu- 
menised felt is applied to the sub-roof whch 
in itself is equivalent to a one-ply roofing 
felt, in its waterproof values, and 3 in. 
mastic asphalt is then applied in two coats 
as usual. This asphalt is then coated over- 
all with oxidised bitumen, and a heavy layer 
of White Spar chippings is applied and 
lightly rolled, to give a guaranteed coverage 
of 90 per cent. minimum. This surface 
dressing is claimed completely to protect the 
asphalt against crazing or cracking caused 
by the elements, and also prevent the heat 
to a marked degree from passing through to 
the roof below. The manufacturers offer a 
20-year guarantee on this new roofing. 


WINTER-TIME IN LONDON 
L.M.B.A. and Working Hours 


Tre L.M.B.A. has reminded its members 
that winter working hours came into force 
in London last week, and between now and 
February 5 next year, in accordance with 
London Working Rule 2 (2), official hours, 
where artificial light cannot reasonably be 
supplied, are as follows:—Monday to Fri- 
day, 8 am. to 12 noon, 12.30 p.m. to 
4.30 p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m. to 12 noon. 


THE BUILDER 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


PRODUCTIVITY AND INCENTIVES 
** Good Progress on Housing ”’ 


REQUEST that industry, given ade- 

quate supplies of materials, should do 
everything possible to increase productivity, 
especially by the adoption of incentive 
schemes, was made by Mr. Tom FRASER, 
M.P., Joint Parliamentary Under-Secretary 
of State for Scotland, when he opened the 
first flats of the Bean Cross Neighbourhood 
Unit, Grangemouth, on November 10. 


He said that it was only at the beginning 
of this year that industry in Scotland decided 
to allow incentive schemes on individual 
jobs, but contractors had been somewhat 
reluctant to adopt these schemes because of 
the “ paper work” involved and uncertainty 
about the result. “I am glad to know, 
however,” continued Mr. Fraser, “that the 
Employers’ Federation is actively encourag- 
ing the adoption of incentive schemes and 
giving individual contractors guidance about 
their operation. 


1,000 Bricks a Day 

“ Although much more can be done, there 
is already evidence that incentive schemes 
are producing good progress on housing and 
other work. This is probably most evident 
in brick work. Reports are being received 
of men laying a thousand bricks a day and 
over. 

“T trust that everything will be done to 
encourage this in the interests of greater 
progress. But there must at the same time 
be adequate supervis‘on to maintain the 
quality of work. With the full co-operation 
of Government Departments, local authori- 
ties and the masters and men of the industry 
along these lines, the Secretary of State 
sees every hope of the output of finished 
houses in 1951 and 1952 being increased as 
planned.” 
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Scottish Craftsmanship Decline? 

THE DECLINE in the craftsmanship of Scot- 
land was commented upon by SiR FRANK 
Mears, when he spoke at a meeting of the 
Saltire Society at Stirling recently. When he 
had wanted to use ordinary rubble on the 
walls of a building in Baker-street, Stirling, 
he had been told that there were no masons 
left who could do thai kind of job to-day. 
Parliament Hall of Stirling Castle, he added, 
was one of the noblest Scottish buildings, 
but it had been mishandled and manhandled, 
and to-day it was not only a shame to Stir- 
ling but a national shame that it should be 
in such a state. 


New £500 House 


Detaits of a new type of permanent 
house which the Scottish makers claim can 
be factory-produced at a cost of £500 have 
been sent to Members of Parliament, minis- 
tries concerned, and local authorities. The 
house—the “Dorran aluminium ”—is the 
result of research by Mr. Robert G. Tarran. 


Slightly bigger than a “prefab,” it has 
aluminium external walls and roof. The low 
cost of production is largely due to mini- 
mising on timber—for the house only uses 
a half standard of soft wood and a half 
standard of hard wood. The lining of the 
house is bitumen sheeting covered with alu- 
minium alloy sheet, while the roof is hard 
wood covered with glass wool and corrugated 
aluminium. To give extra space, the bath- 
room has been dispensed with and in its 
place has been put a shower with terrazzo 
floor, with a connection from the kitchen. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayrshire.—The Scottish Gus Board has plans in 
hand for new gasumeter to be erected in Ayr, at 
est, cost of £100,000. Chief Engineer, R. Fife, 
M.inst.C.E., Rockbank Gas Works, Kilmarnock. 

Caithness- shire.—Piaus to be Lsrogy for 10 
houses at Wick. Corporation Architect Mr. Alex- 
ander S. Begg, Municipal Offices. Wick. 

Edinburgh.—Warrant gran.ied to Brown Bros. & 
Co., Ltd., Rosebank Ironworks, Broughton-rd., te 
extend welding shop at cost of £4,000. Warrant 
granted to Robert Walker, Forsyth, for alterations 
at 25, Princes-st., at cost of £10,700; architects, Carr 
and Matthew, 14, Lynedoch-pl. Warrant granted 
for erection of school and assembly hall, at West 
Pilton-pl., at cost of £80,000; plans by the city 
architect. 

Warrant granted to Midlothian C.C. to erect 
an additional storey to their offices at George IV 
Bridge, Edinburgh, estimatea cost £50,000. Warrant 
granted to city for construction of single-storey 
school, of eee construction, at Calder-rd.; esti- 
mated cost £85 

Secienan Parcaiesion granted to Post Office by 
Edinburgh Town Council for erection of television 
station @& Blackford Hill. 

Fifeshire.—C.C. have plans in hand for new 
classrooms at the public school, est, cost, £30,000, 


and a new police station at est. cost, £22,000. 
County architect, Mr. R. S. Lawrie, F.R.IJB.A., 
County-bldgs., St. Catherine-st., Cupar, Fife. 


Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for 40 “houses 
at Liddersdale-sq., for which the architect is Mr. 
Archibald J. Jury, F.R.1.B.A., Housing poeeeane 
Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow, 

Greenock.—Plans to be prepared for new com- 
mercial garage and new storage building for Thomas 
Boag & Co., Ltd., for which the architects are 
Frank Burnet, Boston and Bell, F. & A.B.1.B.A., 
180, Hope-st., Glasguw, W.C.2 
Greenock.—Corporation propose 280 houses on the 
Larkfield housing site, Inverkip-rd., at an est. cost 
of £500,200. Architect, Mr. R. L. Rankine, 
A.M. Inst.C.E., A.M.T.P.I Munic ‘ipal-bidgs., 
Wallace-+4q., The Low Vennel, Greenock. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for ex- 
tensions to the Douglas Colliery pithead baths, 
at Douglas ae x ie which the architect is, Mr. 


James Allan i -A., 58, Palmerston-pl., West 
End, Edimburgh. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for recon- 
struction of the canteen at Rutherglen, for which 


the architects are Hayden & Strang & Co., 40, St. 


Vincent-st., Glasgow, W.C.2 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for new 
commercial garage and werkshons at Braehead, 
for which the architects are Whyte & Barrie, 
L.R.I.B.A., 38, High-st.. Lanark. 
Lanarkshire.—C.C. have plans in hand for new 
crematorium, to be erected at Broomhouse. for 

the architect is Mr. William 


which 
F 


I.B.A., Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 
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We PLASTER 
yew CEMENT 
yew CONCRETE 
yew ASBESTOS 


, PATENT 
MAY BE APPLIED DIRECT TO We" wait BOARD 


THESE SURFACES WITHOUT | PLASTER 
PRIMING OR SEALING |) ” BoaRD 


DURAMATT is unaffected by the chemical action in any of these materials and allows contained 
molsture in the walls to come through without risk of saponification or flaking. Efflorescent salts.can be 
washed off without damaging the paint film. 

DURAMATT cuts cost because one coat only direct to wall surface is necessary to give a solid 
lasting finish which may be repeatedly washed. Further coats may be safely applied if desired. 


DURAMATT remarkable light-diffusing properties and power of obliteration make it the ideal 
finish for interior decoration on old or new work, particularly for housing schemes, schools, 
hospitals, public buildings, etc. 

DURAMATT is inert, non-poisonous and hygienic and is available in white and twelve lovely 
pastel shades all of which are fast to lime, alkali, etc. 










CONDENSATION DOES MOT FORM ON ANY POROUS SURFACE DECORATED WIT DURAMATT- 












Write for trade prices and shade cards 
FLEETWOOD PAINTS LIMITED, PRINCE STREET, 





DEPTFORD, LONDON, S.E.8 


1206 
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FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Pull details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


NOVEMBER 20. 

*tisle of Wight C.€.—Erection of Chfidren’s 
Home at Park-id., Cowes. County A., County Hall, 
Newport. Dep, £2 2s. Tenders by December 11. 

NOVEMBER 21. 

*tKeighley T.C.—Junior school, Bracken Bank 
estate. F @. Felgate (A.), Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

tKetton R.D.C.—12 houses at Great Casterton, nr. 
Stamford. ‘Council’s Architects, F. J. Lenton & 
Partners, 16, Broad-st., Stamford. 

NOVEMBER 22. 

*Cardiganshire ¢€.C.—New primary school, Pen- 
parcau, Aberystwyth. G. R. Bruce, County A., 
Aberayron. Dep. £2 2s. 

*¢+Derby C.B.—Extensions to St. Dunstan’s in- 
fants’ school, Osmaston-rd. T. W. East (F.), Boro’ 
A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by December 18. 

NOVEMBER 23. 

*tisle of Ely C.C.—School, Burnsfield-st., 
Chatteris. R. D. Robson, County A., March. Dep. 
£4 4s. Tenders by December 16. 

*tRotherham C.B.—Four garages, stores, etc., 
Erskine-rd. B&B. J. Manson, B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Surrey C©.C.—New Primary school, Tudor-dr., 
Morden. County A., County Hal], Kingston-on- 
Thames. Dep. £2 2s. 


*+Surrey C.C.—New Primary scool, Stoneleigh’ 


West (nr. Ewell). County A. Dep. £2 2s. ; 

*+Surrey C.C.—New Primary school, Stoke Hill, 
Guildford County A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tSurrey C.C.—New Primary school, woe Peters. 
ham, nr. er ee County A. Dep. £2 

*tSurrey C.C.—New Secondary school, 
Park, Reigate. County A. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 24, 

Doncaster R.D.C.—Erection of scheme 1—4 
houses; scheme 2—42 houses; and scheme 3—18 
houses on the Garrison-'a. housing estate, Rossing- 
ton. S., Nether Hall, Doncaster. 

*tMalden and Coombe T.C.—Block of 8 flats and 
1 block of 4 flats at No. 48, Cambridge-rd_/Penrith- 
rd. B.E., Municipal Offices. 

*Shrewsbury T.C.—Repairs and minor alterations 
at the Music Hall. B.S., Guildhall. Dep. £2. 

NOVEMBER 25, 

*tHalifax C.B.—Various trades for new police 
garage, Ferguson-st. G. Hoiden, B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Oldham C.B.—First portion of Central College of 
Further Education. Sir Percy Thomas & Ernest 
Sore Bradshawgate-chbrs., _Leigh, Lancs. 


p. £3 3s. 

NOVEMBER 27. 

*+Banstead U.D.C.—32 2-storey flats at Preston- 
la. estate, Tadworth. Dep. £2 2s. : 

Brentford and Chiswick T.C.—24 maisonettes, 
Windm'll-rd., Brentford. E. & S., Town Hall, W.4. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

*Brighton C.B.—Convenience and ‘bus shelter, 
Norfolk-sq. D. J. Howe, B.E. & S., 26-30, King’s- 
rd. Dep. 

*tCroyden C.B.—24 flats and 1 house at Pawsons- 
td./Northbrook-rd. B.E., Town Hall. 

*tDenbighshire E.C.—Erection of Primary and 
Infants’ school, Deva-way, Queen’s Park, Wrexham. 
County A., Grove Park, Wrexham. 

*“tHythe T.C.—Bight dwellings at Deedes-cl., 
Tanners Hill T.C., Council Offices Dep. £2 2s. 
Richmend (Yorks) T.C.—50 houses 
between Westfield and Reeth-rd. Needham & 
ne architects, 6, High Petergate, York. Dep. 
2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 28. 

*Cardif 7.C.—Erection of Llandaff North 
Secondary Modern School, Bridge-rd. City S., City 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. , 

*+Suffolk and Ipswich Fire Authority.—Fire 
a ag room for new Fire Station, Mildenhall. 

J. Symcox (F.), County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. 
Ba 2s. Tenders by December 19. 
NOVEMBER 29, 

*tBath T.0.—Rebuilding Nos, 28-32, Paragon as 
block of 13 flats. Tew, Pope & Oliver (AA.), 7, 
Northumberland-bidgs., Bath. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Canterbury T.C.—Junior school, Hackington. L. 
Hugh Wilson, City A. Dep. £2 2s 

*Durham C.c.—Two pairs of police houses, Cots- 
ford-la., Hordes. G. R. Clayton (F.), Architect to 
Police Authoritv, Court-la.. Durham. 

Middlewich (Cheshire) 3": D.C.—56 houses, Chad- 
wick Field estate R. J. B. Wilkinson, surveyor, 
Victoria-bldgs., Midd: can Dep. £2 2s. 

*Widnes T.C.—Changing rooms, Leigh on 
ground. Boro’ A., Brendan House. pp. £2 2s 

*+ Wolverhampton 0.B.—94 age 
estate. Director of Housing. Dep. £5 


Gatton 


., Moreton 
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NOVEMBER 30. 
*Farnworth ww ——— pale 
Central-av. B.E. 
*Fareham U. D:c.—Eleven homes for aged per- 
soos at Fareham Park. £. & S., Westbury Manor. 


Dep. £2. 

tisle of Wight C.C.—Kitchen/dining block and 
ancil: gh works at Newport Secondary Scheo! Park. 
County County Hal!, Newport. Dep. £3 3s. 
Tenders i January 6. 

*+ Lincoln (Parts of Lindsey) C.C.—Superstructure 
for Police Buildings and Courts, Town Hail-sq., 
Scunthorpe. “Pearson & Son (F.), 18, Dalton- 
sq:, Lancaster. Tenders by January 6, 

*Merthyr Tydfil C.B.—New Primary schoo] with 
kitchen and dining-room at Ysgubor Newydd. T. 
Edmund Rees, Richards & Trollope, Architects, 
“ Arusfa”’ The Grove Merthyr Tydfil, 
Sackville-st., London. W.1. Dep. £5. 

DECEMBER 1. 

*+Surbiton a —18 houses, Mansfield-rd., Love- 
lace estate. H. Wright, T.C. 

Sf oimekceter City.—48 houses, Weeke housing 
estate. A. S. Wilson & Partners, chartered quantity 
surveyors, 8, Princes-st., London, §.W.1. Dep. 


DECEMBER 2. 
ig U.D.C.—Bowls pavilion, Priory Park. 
C. C. Judson. S. 
eake R.D.C.—31 houses, Wolston. Surveyor, 24, 
Warviel-al., Rugby. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 4. 
Bristol T.C.—Office, messroom and stores building, 
junction of Sea Mi!'s-la. and Avon-way, Sea Mills. 


fencing, 


and 14, 


Bristo:. J. B. Bennett, M.I.C.E., City E., Arno’s- 
ct., Bath-rd., Bristol, 4. 

“Frome U.0.0.— Block of 6 garages at Green-la. 
B. H. Parkes, S., 22, Christchurch-st., West. Dep. 
£1 1s. 

DECEMBER 6. 

renee C.C.—School, Litchard-terr., 

Bridgend. . R. Gower (F.), County A., Cardiff. 


Dep. £2 aed” 
DECEMBER 7. _ 
*Caine and Chippenham R.D.C.—One block of 4 


and 1 pair of hovses, ete., at Box; 7 pairs of 
houses, etc., at Corsham; 4 pairs of houses, etc., at 
Lacock-Bewléy ; 1 block of 4 and 2 pairs of houses, 


etc., at North Wraxall-Ford. Edwards & Webster, 
32, Market-p!., Chippenham, Wilts. Dep. £3 3s. 
each scheme. 

DECEMBER 8. 

Sale B.C.—Erection of public pastaety and con- 
veniences. John Cocker, A.R.I.B.A., 7, Market-st., 
Altrincham. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 9. 

*Wirksworth U.D.C.—20 houses at Derby-rd. §&., 

Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 11. 

*Bradford City.—Extension to textile dept.. Tech- 

nical College. City A. Dep. £2 2s 


*Burniey C.B.—Erection of wholesale fruit ware- 
house at Howe-st. B.E., 22-24, Nicholas-st. Dep. 
£1 is. 

Chelmsford R.D.C.—16 houses at Woodham 
Ferrers. Estate Manager (Room 2), Council 


Offices, New London-rd.. Chelmsford. Dep. £2. 
*Flintshire ©.C.—Contract 2 in connection with 
proposed Technica] College, Kelsterton, Coanah’s 
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une Deputy County A., Llwynegria, Mold. Dep. 
10s. 


*Wanstead and Woodford T.C.—Conversion of 
Aldersbrouk Camp, Wanstead, inte temporary 
housing accommodation. B.E. é5S. Dep. £10. 

DECEMBER 12. 

*Bournemouth C.B.—38 houses at Longbarrow 
estate. Boro’ A., Room 98, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Nottingham City.—1,699 yds. wrought iron 
fencing, School site, Strelley estate. R. M. Finch, 
City E. & S. Dep. £2. 

DECEMBER 13. 

*Chelmsford B.€.—16 bungalows. .and 2 houses at 
Woodhall estate. B.E., S. & Architect, Municipal 
Offices, Duke-st. Dep. £2 2s 

Weymouth and Meicombe Regis Boro.—66 houses, 
Downclose housing estate. B.E. & 8. Dep. £2 23. 

DECEMBER 14. 

*Lincoin (Parts of Lindsey) C.C.—Erection of 
2 Form Entry Infants’ School. Bushfield-rd., Scun- 
thorpe. A. Ronald Clark (A.). A.M.T.P.I., County 
A.. County Offices. Lincoln. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Nottingham T.C.—(a) Erection in traditional 
construction of* Secondary scdool, Padstow-rd., 
Bestwood estate; (b) erection in prefabricated con- 
struction of Infants’ school, Strelley. City E. & S., 
Guildhall. Dep. £2 each. 

Ripponden (Yorks) U.D.C.—24 houses at two sites. 
William Hal, architect, 10. Commercial-st., Halifax. 
DECEMBER 15, 

*Caterham and Warlingham U.D.C.—Seven pairs 
of honses and 3 blocks of flats at Crewes-ave. site 
No. 3, Warlingham. S., Council Offices, Cater- 

ham. Dep. £2 2s 

“Harrow U.D.C —16 bungalows, West House 
estate, Pinner, H. W. Rackham, B. & S. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

*+Portsmouth T.C.—(a) 27 flats, Panlsgrove; (b) 
18 flats, River-st.; (c) 12 flats. St. Faith’s-rd. City 
A., Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 16. 

“Shaftesbury R.D.C.—Houses, bungalows. roads 

and sewers, West-st., Fontwell Magna. J. Hoy, S. 


Dep. £3 %. 
JANUARY 6. 
*Stretford T.C.—84 flats at Christie-rd. site (west 
section). B.S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 6. ° 
Auckland Harbour Board (New x —Con- 
struction of r.c. wharf, Auckland, N.Z William 
Coward & Co., 3, St. James’s-sq., London, §.W.1. 
NO DATE. 
*Brighouse T.C.—Six houses, Cain-la., 
‘am. H. A. Sneezum. B.F ¢ 
Castle Donnington R.D.c._78 houses E. 
Hallam, C. Dep, £2 2s. 
*Croydon C.B. P98 flats and 1 house, Pawsens-rd. 
and Northb rook-rd. .E. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 


DECEMBER 4. 
Wolverhampton C.B.—Boro’ E. (Materials.) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS 


DECEMBER 1. 

t+Bungay U.D.C.—Alterations and additions to the 
existing sewage disposal works. W. Herbert 
Rateman & Partners. Halifax House, Bank Plain, 
Norwich, Norfolk. Dep. £5 5s. 

Penarth U.D.C.—Construction of pitched lime- 
stone carriageway, tarmadam, kerbs. soi] and sur- 
face water sewers at Morriston hous ng site. E. & 
S.. Council Offices, ‘““ West House,” Stanwell-rd. 
Penarth, Glam. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Woking U.D.C.—Surface water sewer, Winston- 
po Old Woking. H. P. Tame, KE. & 8. Dep. 


DECEMBER 4. 
Kingsclere and Whitchurch. —Construction and 
maintenance of approx. 12 miles of spun-iron water 
fittings and other 


Southow- 


mains, together with valves, 
incidental work, in the Rural District. Lemon & 
Biizard, 59, Tufton-st., Westminster, London, 
S.W.1. Dep. £3 3s. 

DECEMBER 8. 


Hung2rford R.D.C.—Lambourne Valley sewerage 
and sewage purification T. Ward Whitfield, 
H:lperton, Trowbridge, Wilts. Dep. £5 Ss. 

DECEMBER 9. 

Hambledon R.D.C.—Extensions to Bramley and 
Wonersh sewage disposal works. Engineer to the 
Counci:, Council Offices, Bury Fields, Guildford. 


Dep. £5 5s. 
DECEMBER 11. 

+River Trent Catchment Board.—Driving of 
approx. 1.500 tons of steel sheet piling, the con- 
struction of 10,000 cu. yds. of concrete steps, the 
excavation and disposal of approx 230.000 cn. yds. 
of gravel and soil, the formation of flood banks and 
other works on both banks of the River Trent, nr. 
Trent Bridge, Nottingham. W. H. Haile, M.LC.E., 
Engineer to the Board, Derby-rd., Nottingham. 


Dep. £5. 

DECEMBER 15. 
*Teignmouth U.D.C.—Roads and sewers, efc., at 
Hingmore-rd., Shaldon. E. & S., Bitton Park. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 19. 

Hartismere R.D.C. — Mendlesham sewerage 
scheme. W. Herbert Bateman & Partners, con- 
— engineers, 167, Victoria-st., 8.W.1. Dep. 

5 5s. 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Dagenham.—OLpD sees Buncatgws.—Norman 
& Dawbarn, F.R.1I.B 5, Gower-st., W.C.1, are 
consultant architects 4 12 old peopie’s bungalows 
on the northern section of the Heath Park estate. 

Edgware.—Houses.—T.P. approval has been given 
to John Laing & Son, Ltd., Bunns-ia., N.W.7, to 
erect ten houses at 253-271, ‘Edgwarebury- -la., Edg- 
ware. 

Friern Barnet.—F.ats.—U.D.C. propos erection 
of % flats on housing site No. 8, Woodhouse- 
rd. The architect is Mr. L. | ilies Sadler, 

A.R.I.B.A., 19, Manchester-sq., W.1. 

Friern Barnet.—F.ats.—Mr. Henry Braddock, 
A.R.1.B.A., 15, Adeline-pl., W.C.1, is the architect 
for 48 flats to be erected on housing site No. 7, 
2%, Friern Barnet-la. 

Hammersmith.—_Homes ror AGED  PeERsONS.— 
L.C.C. approval pee been given to Mr. E, Berry 
Webber, A.R.I.B.A.. 39. Gordon-sq., W.C.1, for the 
erection of a block of homes for aged persons, to- 

ether with flat for Warden at 1-12, Sycamore-gdns., 


6. 
Hammersmith. — Resuitpinc. — Sydney Tatchell, 
- & Partner, FF.R.I.B.A., Clifford's Inn, Fleet- 
E.C.4, have applied to rebuild ground and first 
-- of 10, Shepherd’s Bush-rd., W.6, as offices. 
L.C.C. approval has been given. 
Hammersmith, — Resvirvinc. — LC.C. have 
ap — application by Purvis & Purvis, 
ARB , 417, New —_ td., §.E.14, to rebuild 


: Shephea s Bush-rd., 

endon. — Houses. — Pas. Bryant Hobbs, 
rRIB A, 15, Gt. James-st., Bedford-row, W.C.1, 
has applied fo erect five detached houses with 

garages at north side, Tenterden-gdus. , 
—- has been given. 

Hendon. — Lasoratonies AND — Oprices. — T.P. 
approval has been given to H. & H. M. Lidbetter, 
F. & A.R.I.B.A., 2, Verulam-bidgs., Gray’s Inn, 
W.C.1, for the erection of —t laboratories and 
offices at “‘ Summerfield House,” Baruet-la., Elstree. 

St. Pancras.—Site ror Hovusina. —Housing Com. 
to proceed with delayed scheme for development on 
site bounded by Gray’s Inn-rd., Sidmoutli-st., Sea- 
ford-st. and Harrison-st. .C, town planning 
approval sougat, Architect to be appointed shortly. 

St. Pancras. — Fiats.— Hening & Chitty, 
F.R.I.B.A., 20, Gower-st., W.C.1, have prepared 
lang for "about 160 flats as extension of B.C.’s 
iousing scheme, Regent-sq. 

St. Pancras.—D WeLLIncs.—Thomas Sibthorp, 
L.R.I.B.A., 27, Grosvenor-pl., W.1. has prepared 
plans for ‘30 dwellings on site on Gt. North-rd. 
frontage of East Finchley Cemetery for B.C. 

St. Pancras. — Hoste.. — Thomas  Sibthorp, 
L.R.1.B.A., 27, Grosvenor-pl., W.1, has prepared 
scheme for hostel for old people at Oseney-cres. 


site for B.O. 
(PROVINCIAL) 

Adlington.—U.D.C. propose 27 houses, adjoining 
completed estate, Acrefield. 

Billingham-on-Tees—Durham C.C. to build 
branch library at west end of proposed shopping 
and civic centre. Surveyor (J. H. Hill) has_pre- 
pared scheme for 750 houses with schools, shops, 
public-house, etc., on land west of road A.19 

Biackburn.—E.C. received’ M.O.E. approval for 
erection of Witton Park Sec. Mod, Girls’ Sch. in 
1951-2 programme, at £134,300. W. Pickstone, 
Boro’ E. 

Bristoi.—T.C. propose six schools. 

Burniey.—B.C. approved plans for:—Extensions, 
Plumbe-st., for Burnley Jute Co., Ltd.—Office block, 
off Bracewell-st., for Brennand Mill Co., Ltd. 

Caernarvonshire and Anglesey.—Hospita! Man- 
agement Com. propose extensions and rebuilding 
of Druid Hospital, Bodffordd, as T.B. sanatorium, 
at £35,000.—Kxtensions to nurses’ accommodation, 
new kitchen and boiler-house, Cty. Hospital. 

Cheshire.—C.C. to approve plans for proposed 
hostel for aged at Dukinfield (£26,250); adaptation 
of “ Lynwood,” Bowden, as home for aged. Cty. 
A., F. M. Parkes. 

Darlington.—T.C. has offered F. Shepherd & Son. 
Ltd., York, a contract for erection of 10 houses 
and J. W. White (Contractors), Ltd., High Barnes 
tea a Sunderland, a contract for 30. Boro’ A., 

A. Tornbohm. 

ge ncn md —Next year U.D.C. to build 140 
houses by direct labour, and 50 by contract. 
Housing A., D. W. Gr 

Gwyrfai.—R.D.C. to "alte tenders shortly for 
£50,000 factory, Penygroes, 

ince in Makerfield.—U.D.C. seek loan of £35,750 

Petticoat-la. site. 
Lanes.—C.C._ to spend £43,000 on adaptation of 
Park Hotel, Preston, as offices. Cty. A., G. Noel 
Hil!l.—Approved erection of 677 police houses, 
charge offices and garages, at £1,246,140.— 
Propose further 236 houses and 80 garages, 
at £478.520.—E.C. propose day nursery, Rams- 
bottom, at £12.650, 1951-2 programme. 

Lancaster.—Manchester Reg. Hospital Brd. re- 
commended to approve office accommodation at 
Roya) Lancaster Infirmary, at £6,475. 

Leicester ——T.C. approved plans for jun. and inf. 
sch., Thurnby Lodge estate, at £144,750. 

Leyland.—U.D.C. propose 274 houses and 10 
ere, Broadfield estate. Plans by surveyor, F. D. 


for 30 houses, 


Ulanrwst.—U.D.0. propose 20 additional houses 
adjoining Caer Felin estate. 
Lleyn.—R.D.C. propose 68 houses on sites at 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
ASBESTOS CEMENT PRODUCTS 
The Ministry of Works announce that as from 
November 13 revised price lists were introduced for 
certain asbestos cement products manufactured 
by Turners Asbestos Cement Co., Ltd., and Tunnel 
Asbestos Cement Co., Ltd. These changes repre- 
sent an overall increase of about 6 per cent. in the 
prices of all asbestos cement building materials 
sold by these companies, but this overall result 
is being secured by applying varying increases to the 
different products. 











Llanbedrog, Llanystumdwy, Dinas, Llaniestyn, 
Liannor, Pistyll, Nevin, Tudweiliog and Llangw- 
nadl.—To seek Welsh B.O.H. approval to offer of 
Mr. A. 5. Clarke, Plas Glyn y Weddow, L:anbed- 
rog. to erect eigut houses for aged at Lilanbedrog. 

Maidstone.—R.D.C. approved plans for assembly 
shed and machine shop, Pattenden-la.. Marden, 
for Prefabricated Utilities & Appliances, Ltd. 

Manchester.—Reg. Hospital Brd. approved fol- 
lowing work:—Extensions to outpatients’ dept. 
and casualty theatre at Lonsdale Hospital 
(£46,473) ; reconstruction of existing accident and 
outpatients’ dept. at North Lonsdale Hospital, 
Barrow; extension to existing group pathological 
lab. to provide waiting-rooms, clinics, offices, etc., 
at Blackburn Royal Infirmary. 

Residential accommodation, maternity _ block, 
operating theatre, and extensions to nurses’ home 
at Billinge Hospital, nr. Wigan; additiona) build- 
ings for research at Christie Hospital, Didsbury, 
Manchester ; mortuary, pathological lab. and view- 
ing room at Stock port Infirmary; group patho- 
logical lab. at Barony Hospital. Nantwich.— 

.O.H. approval received for conversion of pavilion 
at Withington Hospital (£21,000). Architect to 
Brd., T. Duffy, Sunlight House, Quay-st., Man- 
chester. 

Matlock.—Derby E.C. approved plans for jun. 
sch., Greenaway-la., Darley Dale. Cty: A., ¥. 
Hamer Crossley. 

Middlesbrough.—Dickson & Benson, Ltd., to de- 
velop site of their fire-destroyed store, Linthorpe- 
rd.—Teesside Bridge & Engineering Co., Ltd., have 
permission to use about six acres, South Be nk- rd., 
for works extensions.—T.C. Welfare Com. has 
approved £36,000 scheme for hostel on Thorntree 
estate. J. A. Kenyon, Boro’ E. 

Middlesbrough.— —Amended sketch plans have 
been prepared by Boro’ E. for occupation centre 
for Corp. Health Com.—Boro’ E. to prepare esti- 

mates for 70 houses, Berwick Hills, to be built by 
Direct Labour Dept.— —Layout plans by T.C. for 
second development of Berwick Hills site have 
been approved by -_H.—Negotiations to be 
opened with Middlesbrough and District Building 
Trades Assoc. for further 64 houses.—Garbutt, 
Archibald & ‘Archibald, 23, Albert-rd., Middles- 
brough, are architects for medical centre, Dock- st., 
for Nat. Docks Labour Board, and additions to 
United Service Club, Grange-rd. 

Middleton.—B.C. approved plans for:—Splitting 
department and finished goods warehouse, off 
Market-st., for British Cotton and Wool Dyers’ 
Association, Ltd., 22, Cumberland-t., Manchester. 
—Following for Lancs C.C. :--Nursery “sch., junction 
of Stanycliffe-la. and Acresfield-rd.; Nursery_sch., 
junction of Aspinall-st. and Greenhill- rd., Moor- 
close; additional classrooms to existing sch., june- 
tion of Stanycliffe-la. and Tennyson-rd., mag 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—C.W.S. Architects’ Dept., 
Westmorland-rd., Newcastle, have prepared ATi 
on behalf of Newcastle Co- -op. Society, for offices 
and warehouse, Benton Park-rd., Newcastle.— 
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Northumberland Aged Mineworkers’ Homes Asso- 
penal to erect further 100 Souses in various parts 
of county. 

‘ Newcastle (Staffs).—R.D.C. to erect further & 
ouses. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—B.C. a ved ans 
for :-—Extensions, Cemetery+la., ilverdale, for 
Newcastle Foundry Co., Ltd.—Offices, Cemetery-la 
Silverdale, for T.E. Whalley, Ltd.—Rebuilding 2 
offices, Enderley-st., for J. Hammond & Co. 
Bradwell Sec. . Sch. and Clayton Prim. Jnr. 
Mixed and Inf. Sch. 

Newton Le Willows.—Liverpool .. ™ Hospital 
Brd.. propose alterations to ‘* Block C” orm 
new chest — at Cottage Hospital. PM, i ina 
T. Mitchell, Alder Hey yon est Derby. 

Nottinghamshire.—C.C. received M.O.E. approval 
for foliowing schemes :—Completion of Eaton Halt 
Training College; Kirby-in-Ashfield jun. and inf. 
sch.; inf. sch., Stafford-st., Mansfield; Beeston 
Sunnyside Farm jun. sed.; Calverton-rd. jun. sch., 
Arnold; and Winthorpe-rd. * jun. é6ch., Arnold. 

Oldham.— E.C. to prepare plans for prim. ésch., 
Fitton Hill; propose extensions to Tate-st. nursery 
(£8,463).—Manchester Diocese Brd. of Finance pro- 
pose new churches at Limeside — Fitton Hill 
estates.—B,C. approved plans for:—Community 
centre, Whitehall- =. for Strinesdale Tenants Assoc. 
—Extensions to factory, Pennant-st., for H. Fisher 
sondham). Ltd.—Occupational centre, Cardwell-st., 
or B. 

Otley.—U.D.C. approved pare for gas plant and 
chimney, Charles-st., for N.E. Gas Board.—Exten- 
sions, Albert Works, for W. Sinclair & Sons. 

Pembury (Kent).—Hatton Housing Trust to 
build 24 further homes for elderly people at 
Lower Green. 

Penrith.—U.D.C. approved draft sketch layout of 
esvace houses, Askham-cres. Architect to prepare 
plans 

Salford.—E.C. to prepare quantities for Duke-st. 
Sch. Architects, Cruickshank & Seward, 16, Prin- 
cess-st., Manchester.—Licence for £7,000 granted 
to F. Jones & Son, Manchester, for works to founda- 
tions of block 5, Sutton Dwellings, Seedley-rd., 
Pendleton.—Greengate & Irweli Rubber Co. Ltd., 
propose five-storey_ building, Greengate, New 
Bridge-st.—Hardys Crown Brewery Co., Ltd., pro- 
pose rebuilding “ Albert Inn,” Regent-rd., Comus- 
st. and Bartram-st. 

Salop.—E.C. propose following :—First instalment 
of buildings at Oswestry Tech. College site 
(£180,000) 1950 yey temporary extension at 
Shrewsbury Tech. College (£32,000) ; first instalment 
of Oakengates Tech. College (£180,000), 1951 pro 
gramme; new block, Shrewsbury Tech. College 
(£130.000). 1952 programme; extensions to Farm 
Institute and farm buildings, Radbrook; and first 
ogg of Bridgnorth Cty. College. A. G. 
Chant, A. 

Shifnal. wR D.C. eragene 16 houses, Albrighton; 
20. Curriers-la., Shifna 

Staffs.—C.C. ‘received M.O.H. 
tation of. “ Rangemoore Hall” as special 
(£31,000). 

Stockton-on-Tees.—South Durham Steel & Iron 

Ltd.. Malleable Works, Stockton, are to build 
a pipe factory.—R. Cowan, Finkle-st., Stockton, 
is architect for alterations to Britannic Printing 
Works, Norton-rd.—Thomas A. Crawford, 
Borough- td., Middlesbrough, has prepared plans 
for extending premises, Bridge-rd., for I. Robson 
& Co., Ltd.—Plans by G. H. Temoce, 12, Gower-st., 
London, W.C.1, for offices, ablution block and can- 
teen, for Ashmore, Benson, Pease é , Ltd,, have 
been approved. 

Stone.—U.DC. approved plans for 139 houses, 
Liedfield-rd, site. 

Stretford.—B.C. approved seven blocks of three- 
Storey flats, Christie-rd. site—Flour mill, ware- 
honse and silo, Trafford Wharf-rd., for Hovis, Ltd. 
—Warehouse and commercial garage, Westinz- 
house-rd., for Southern Oil Ltd.—Two_ blocks 
of three-storey flats, Railway-rd., for B.C.—B.C. 
propose reconstruction of portion of Lostock 
library, also block of flats, Sandy-la. estate. 

trood.—R.D.C. to proceed with scheme for 328 
honses on Hoo peninsula. 

Sundertand.—S. W. Milburn & Partners, §, 
Esplanade, Sunderland, are architects for a vicar- 
age, Forest-rd.. and a_ church, Springwell-rd.— 
Matkin & Hawkins, Barclays Bank-ehbrs., Fawcett 
st.. Sunderland, are architects for private enter- 
prise houses, Lichfield estate—T. Herdman Rae, 
5, Belford-ter.. Sunderland, appointed quantity sur- 
veyor by for proposed residential hostel, 
Thorney-cl. 

Tynemouth.—Gray & Partners, Camden-st., North 
Shields, have prepared cv for factory alterations, 
Norham-rd. trading estate, for Microwave Instra- 
ments, Ltd.—L. J. Couves & Partners, Carliol 
House. Newcastle, have prepared plans for saw- 
mill, Dock-rd.. for Dryers. Ltd., North Shields.— 
TC. has approved £33,000 scheme by William 
Stockdale, architect, Howard-st., North Shields. for 
Genanen and ancillary rooms, Tynemouth High 
Sch. 

Wantage (Berks).—R.D.C. has almost completed 
negotiations for buying 19.91 acres at Compton. 
Ten acres to be retained for abont 80 houses. 9,118 
acres to be sold to M.O.W. for honsinrg. 

West Lancs.—R.D.C. seek M.O.H. approval for 
120 houses, Aintree. 

West Riding.—C.C. approved revised scheme for 
extensions. Woodhouse Grammar Sch. (£25,000) 
Ctv. A,, H. Bennett. Cty. Offices, Wakefield. 

West Riding.—E.C. approved revised 1951-2 pro- 
gramme :—Keighley Tech. College (completion). at 
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£125,000; first instalment, Harrogate Sch. of Art 

(£125,000) ; erection uf Rothwell Sec. (£149,940) ; 
Tadcaster & Brierley Secs. (£100,000 each), County 
4.. H. Bennet, Wakefield. 

Wigan.—Boro’ E., D. M. McKellen, prepared 
plans, an admin. block (£5,500); new retail fruit 
per: (£29.000 for one-storey, £46,700 for two- 
storeys); aud wholesale fruit stores (£4.800) on 
Hope-st. side of Market Hall. To be carried out 
in stages. 

Wolverhampton.— B.C. approved plans for:—Ex- 
tensions to factory, Horseley Fields, for Zinc Alloy 
Rustproofing Co., Ltd.—Automobile factory, Bir- 
mingham New-rd. and Cartwright-st., for Wolver- 
hampton Regrinds.—Taree retail shops at Deans- 
rd. and Lewis-av., for Wolverhampton and District 
Co-op. ‘Society,. Lid.— Extensions to factory, Wood- 
ja., Bushbury, for Union Steel Mfg. Co., Ltd.— 
factory, Bilston-rd., for E. P. Jenks, Ltd. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
* Denotes recommen.ed for acceptance 

Denotes accepled subject to modification. 
© Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 

ments. 

Anglesey.—Comp! etion of Amlwch cty. sec. sch., 
for €.C.: *Pochin (Contractors), Ltd.. King-st. 
vorks, Middlewich, Ches, £131,973. 

Ashford (Kent).—132. “ Easiform” houses at 
Musgrove Farm estate, for R.D.C.: *G, E. Wallis 
{ Sons, Ltd., £171,181. 

Barnsley.—New school, Summer-la., for  C.B. 
Dyson, Cawthorne & Coles, 25- Regent-st., Barns- 
ey. *John ao (Buitders), Ltd., 54, Queen’s-rd., 
Doncaster, £35,1 

Barrow-in- > sire —164 
(South) estate, for C.B. . 
Barrow Corporation Bu: ding Dept. 

Building a ll Salthouse- rd., 
Furness, £205 

Bolton. fe for B.C. at “ee Fold No. 2 
estate: *Roy & Partners, Ltd. Cross-st., Man- 
chester (43); *G. & J. Seddon, Lid, 3, Manchester- 
rd. Farnworth (47). 

Bootle.—New s:ipper baths. Menai- rd., for B.C.: 
*Direct Labour, £12.272 

Burnley.—Evection of Myrtle Bank cty. inf. sch., 
or E.C.: *H. Wimpey & Sons, Ltd.. Prestwich, 
Manchester. 

Caistor (Lincs).—22 ciouses for R.D 
Foster, West Acridge, Barton-on-Humber, 
Coventry. —20 houses, Fiynt-av., for 
Bratby & Son. 44, Millowden-rd., £23,950. 
Darlingt on.—S:x aged persons’ cottages, Haugh- 
ton North site, for T.C. Boro’ A., E. A. Torn- 

whm: *Direct Labour, £5,615. 

Darlington.- 20 flats for T.C. Boro’ A., E, A. 
Tornbohm: *Direct Labour. 

Doncaster.—T C allocated following contracts for 

to smal]! bui'ders:—*H. Marshal] & Sons, 

. Fairho!me, Bawtry-rd., Bessacarr (10); 
W. Hall. 6. Thoresby-av., Doncaster (4); *F. 
Moss & Sons (Builders), Ltd., Grange-rd., Bessa- 
carr (8); *3. W. & B. Heavey Bros., Doncaster (4) ; 
*H. Wilton. Doncaster (2); *C. Taylor. Doncaster 
(4): *Hemsworth Bros... 62. Ravensworth-rd., Don- 
caster (8); *Becke't & Wood <—~e"* Ltd., 18, 
C 


houses at  Newbarns 
t. & §.. Town Hall. 
(kK. F. Lees, 
Barrow-in- 
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emetery, ‘Donvaster (2): *T. E. Wright. Doncaster 
2); *F. J. Flowitt (Build? ng Contractors), Ltd., 34, 
Doneaster (4); *Robinson Bios., 228, 
Doncaster (6): *Saxebly & Sons, Don- 
caster (6); *Rushton Contractors, Ltd., Dorchie 
Wong-la Tickhil! (4). Total estimated cost, £76,000. 
12 bloc ks of ‘‘ Gregory” type flats, Intake estate: 
*Walter Dunk & Sons. Ltd., Peel-st., Barnsley, 
£50,160. 

Durham.—Construc‘ion of Phase 3 of the Stock- 
ton grammar sch., for C.C. G R. Clayton, County 
4.. Court-la., Durham. Genera] contractors: *G. 
Wimpey & Co.. Ltd., Je<mond, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Heating installation. *Steels’ Engineering Instal- 
lations, Sunderland ee work: R. Robson, 
Willing‘on. Cost, £350 

Ellesmere (Salop).—S‘x 5 ae at Cockshutt. for 
R.D.C.: *G. H Davies, Wyvern, Shepherds-la., 
Shrewsbury, £10,448 

Forfarshire —Adil:tions to the Westbourne 
Foundry, Arbroath, for Douglas, Frame & Co., 

Simon & Ross, Archi ects & Quantity Sur- 
High-st., Arbroath: *Christie & Anderson, 
Arbroath. 

Glasgow.—New sch. at B'ackburn-rd., Paisley-rd., 
Govan. City A., John MacNab, F.R.I.B.A.. County 
of Glasgow Edneation Offices, Bath-st.. Glasgow, 
W.C. Heating instal!ation and engineering: 
*Brightside Foundry & ee Co., Ltd., 
Sheffield. Yorksiire, £18 633 

Glasgow.— Additions to ‘works of Wilson & 
Mackeoe. Ltd., Hormony-row. Cowan & Linn, 

thitects, 90 Renfield st., G'asgow, 2: 
halmers & ee Ltd., 24, St. Vincent-cres., 


Gia iszow, 

Glaagew. Ri tensions to the Roval Technical 
College, George-st. Wvtie. Shanks & Wylie, 
architects, 120, Blythswood-st., 
<: 


Thorne-rd., 
Thorne-rd., 


PF. & A.R.U.B.A., 
Bivthswood-sq.. ‘Glaszow. Excavation, 
asnhalt, reinforced conerete and allied works: 
Mhaw & Campbell, Ltd. Dennistoun, Glasgow. 
Glaseow.—Add'tions to School for the Deaf. Mr. 
Join MaeNah,. FR.TBA, 129. Bath-st., Glasgow, 
WC.2: *J. Cooper (Builders), Ltd. G'asgow. 
Glasgow.—Work in connection ‘with the new 
Milton Public Schoo' whi-h is to be erected on site 
No. 71. Mr. John MacNab. B.R.IB.A.. architect, 
120. Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. Excavation, brick 
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& building works: *P. & W. Anderson (Glasgow), 
Ltd., Glasgow, £82.276. Joinery and carpentry 
work: *James Laidlaw & Son, Ltd., Bridgeton, 
Glasgow, £9,217. Plumber and sanitary engineer- 
ing works: *Archibald Low & Co., Lid., Partick, 
Glasgow, 29,224. 

Hambleden.—Erection of 46 houses, 
and flats at Cranleigh and Thursley, for R.D.C 
A. D. Johnson, Engineer to the Cuuncil. Quanti- 
ties by A. D. Johnson. Eight houses at Cranleigh: 
*Godalming Building & Construction Co., Lid., 
Godalming, £11,527; 14 houses, eight bungalows 
and 12 flats at Cranleigh: *Grafton Estates Co., 
Worthing, £40,648; four bungalows at Thursley: 
*B. G. Merrison, Churt, £4,272. 

Hemel Hempstead.—68 houses in three contracts 
at Belswains Farm estate. A. . Turner, 
A.M.Ins .C.E., M.I.Mun.E., A.R.LCS., B.E. & S&., 
Market-p!, Heme! Hempstead. Quantities by S. A. 
Paine. 2, New-court, Carey-st.. Lincolns Inn Fields, 
London, W.C.2: *Circle Construction Co., Ltd., 
Circle House, 65-71, Wembley Hill-rd., Wembiey, 
£90.147. 

Hexham.—Construction of outpatients’ dept., 
chest clinic and dispensary at Hexham Gener al 
Hospital, for the Newcastle Regional Hospital 
Board: *John Jackson & Sons, Corporation-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, £8,840 (subject to M.H. 
approval). 

Inverness-shire.—17 houses for the North of Scot- 
land ae Electric Board at Connick. Architect, 
Mr. James Dinnear, F.R.I.B.A., 11, Maygate, Dun- 
ferm! ine. Fife: *Duncan Brown (Builders), Ltd., 
Dingwa!). Ross ‘and Cromarty. 

Kilmarnock.—36 houses for T.C. Mr. N. S&. 
Sutherland. F.I.A.A. and S., architect, Municipal 
Offices, Kilmarnock. Excavation. brick and build- 
ing works: *W. Pollock & Sons, Kilmarnock, 
£16.754. Other contracts let. 

Lanarkshire.—New laboratories, new garage and 
other buildings at Shotts, for the Scottish Division 
of the N.C. Board. Mr. E. Ross, L.R_I.B.A., archi- 
tect, 14, Grosvenor-ter., Edinburgh: *James Laid- 
law & Sons. Ltd., Deharnock, G!asgow, 4. 

Lancaster.—Alterations and improvements to 
sanitary annexes at Royal Albert Hospital, for 
Regional Hospital Board: *R. L. Dilworth, Lan- 
caster. £7,559 

London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-i n-C “hief's Dept., 
Admiralty.—For?, Additional] hangars and office, 
Warings (Contractors) Ltd., Hilsea, Portsmouth. 

London (Admiralty).—Partic ulars of contracts 
placed by i Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., 
Admiralty. Pl Demolition of piers. J¢ hn 
Drysdale & Co., Ltd., 134, Nithsdale-dr. Glasgow, 
S.1. Alerandria: Steelwork, Donald Cle?#k & Son, 
Ltd., Caledonian Steelworks, Rutherglen, by 
Glasgow. 

London (City).—Reinstatement of the s uth “ag : 
- the City of London Co! le ge in Moorgate. 

Til] & Sons. North Circular-rd., Stonebr idge Pa: . 
Wembley, £66,449. 

GYLondon (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended November 4:— 

Lancashire : Moss Side T.E.. Raby-st.. Manchester, 
Alterations and additions, P. Hamer, Ltd., Park-st.. 
Swinton, nr. Manches Viddleser : U.S. Air Force 
Headquarters, Victoria-rd.. Ruislip, Alterations, 
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Haymills (Contractors), Ltd., Empire House, Har- 
gar-la., Western-av., W.5. "Aetonautical Building 

N.P.L., Teddington, Al.erations, M. E. Chivers & 
iiane Lid., Devizes, a 

Worcestershire: NS.H.C. Hostel, Summerfield, 
Kidderminster, Internal and external painting, 
Clark & Fenn, Lid., 16, Old Town, Clapham, Lon- 
don, S.W.4, Yorkshire: P.O. & A.T.E., Roundhiay- 
rd., Oakwood, Leeds, Alterations and additions, 
J. es Dufton & Sons, Ltd., Broad-la., Bramley, 


Leeds. 
* GLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by War Dept. during week ended November 4 :— 

Devon: Building work, Gee, Walker, Slater, sy 
London, W.1. Dorset: Pa:nting work, Rabbets 
Wilkes, Bournemouth. Oxon : on tee work, pet 
Sharrocks, Ltd., London, S.W sxez: Miscel- 
laneous work, S. Cronin & Sons, Tia. Warley, Essex. 
Lonuon, S.E.: Miscellaneous wor k, H. Goodsell, 
Maidstone. Berks: Roofing work, Wm. Hartley & 
Sons, Slough. Glamorganshire : Painting work, Geo. 
Jones & Son, Liverpool; Roller shutter repairs, Has- 
kins Rolling Shutters, London, E.17. Staffs : Build- 
ing work, A. Purshouse & Sons, Lid., Wednesfield. 
Durham : Recreation grounds, Clark & Co., London. 
Leicestershire : Miscellaneous work, Browning Bros., 
Humberstone, Lines. Lincolnshire : Miscellaneous 
work, Markwell, lLolmes & llayter, Lid., Hull. 
Notts : Miscellaneous work, Charles Tack (Builders), 
Lid., Mansfeld. Yorks: Miscetianeous work, W. 
Poskitt, Ltd., Castleford; Building work, Fowlers 
(Contractors), Lid., Harrogate; Road work, Sangwin, 
Ltd., Hull. 

Mansfield.—Houses for B.C. 56 at site No. 8, 
Bancroft-la. site: *Direct. Labour, £72,647; *R. 
Kirk (Mansfield), Ltd., George-st., £5,216 (4); 
*Cruvoks & Butler, Ltd., Victoria-st., £5,290 (4); 
*J. A. Wilson, Highway-cres., £7,949 (6); *R. A. 
Ashley, Harvey-rd., £7,810 (6); *J. E. Baggaley & 
Son, Oak Tree-la., £7,858 (6); *G. Day, Mansfield, 
£5,196 (4); *Taos. Smith & Sons (Mansfield), Ltd., 
Chesterfield-rd., £7,965 (6). 

Middlesbrough.—64 houses for T.C.: *Middles- 
—— and District Building Trades Association, 

78.577. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—31 houses, 12 flats and eight 
old prone & houses, Benton Park-rd. estate, for 
3.4. Kenyon, City A.: *Wesleg H. Oliver, Ltd., 
308 Siie 'ds-id., Neweastle-on-Tyne, £62850. 

Newcastle (Staffs). —Houses at Bradwell estate, 
for B.C. Two at Olcastie-av. and six at Hz ales idze- 
av.: *Richards & Woodward, £2.378 and £7, ry six 
at Hanbrids ge-av.: *H. Lainton & Son, £7,517 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.— Additional amma 
tion at Watlands c.p. inf. sch. for E.C.: *F. G. 
Taylor, 27, St. George’s-av., South Wolstanion. 

Northampton.—Erection of Far Cotton inf. sch., 
for T.C.: *H. Mariin, Ltd., Thenford-st. 

_Northumberland.— Erection of police houses, for 

W. W. Tasker, County A., County Hall, New- 
tle-on-Tyne. 10 houses at Hexham: *G. Bain- 
Newcastle-on-Tyne; two at West Denton: 

é s+. Glyan, Newcastle-on-Tyne; and four at 
Teacduenth: *John H. Pierce, Berwick. 

yeaa .—Six shops for T.C.: *Rice & Beck, 


e573 —New day nursery, Bromcote-av., 
for *J. H. Brough (Builders), Ltd., 
rd., “Wetleas £3,°86. 

Nuneaton.—50 liouses, Marston estate, for T.C. 
*Morris & Jacombs, Ltd. 71, Hobmoor-rd., Small 
Hea h, Birmingham. ,926. Building work, 
Midd'emarch sch.: *Coltman & Sons, 57, Castle-st.. 
Coventry, £23.349. 

Pershore (Worcs).—110 houses, for M.O.W. 
*Eadie & Co. (Wolverhampton), Ltd,, 29, Waterloo- 
rd.. Wolverhampton. 

Reading.—Prim. sch.. Emmer Green 
Russel], Ltd., of Wond'ey, £57 425 

Ringwood and Fordingbridge.- ~Nine single-storey 
dwellings at The Bartens, Fordingbridge, and one 
pair of 3-bedroom cottages at Tinkers Close, Ford- 
ingbvidge, for R.D.C. Frank Andrews, L.R.I.B.A., 
45, High-st.. Ringwood. *Spence Bros., Salisbury 
st., Fordingbridge, Hants. 

Ringwood and Fordingbridge.—Seven single-storey 
dwellings at Jopps Corner, Burton, for R.D.C 
Architect, Frank Andrews, L.R.1.B.A., 45, High- 
a Ringwood. *H. Parker & Sons, “ Rookery 

Nook,” Fairlie Estate. Ringwood, Hants. 

Rotherham —Conversion of miners’ camp at Hart- 
ley into temporary housing accommodation, for 
R.DC.: Demaine, Main-st.. Catcliffe, nr. 
Ro herham, £10.614 
‘ Fernwood,” Park-rd., 


Salford.— Adaptations at 
Pendleton, for T.C.: *J. Blacks haw & Sons, West 

Wynford-st.. Pendleton 5. Satford. 
Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd.— 
placed for period September 2 to 


Beeston, 
Station- 


*Harry 


Contracts 
October 21 :— 
; House Erection. 

Wa‘ling-st., Motherwell (92 concrete), 
chatel Aspha!te Co.. Ltd.. 31, George-st., Edin- 
burgh, resurfacing of roofs; Authenback, Barr- 
head (50 Miller), J. Miller & Partners, 18. George- 
st.. Edinhurgh, all trades; Muiredge. Buckhaven 
(52 Trad. SE. Scotland ‘Elec. Board. Dunferm- 
line. electrical services. Anchenback, Barrhead (50 
Miller). Scottish Gas Board, Barrhead. gas services. 
Bellsmyre. Dumbarton (50 Trad.), A. Cooke, 67. 
High-st.. Renfrew, painter work: Rel! smyre, Dum- 
baron (50 Trad.), McDonald & Hughes, 164-168, 
Maryhill-st., Glasgow, glazier work; W. Gregory, 
102. Motherwell- st., Airdrie. electrical work ; 
Gartleahill. Airdrie’ (36 Weir), Northern Sports 
Ground Construction Co., George St., Edinburgh, 


F.R.I. fencing. 
Bellsmyre, Dumbarton (50 Trad.), Robert Lind- 
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plaster work; 
Cochrane & 
iping 
rad.), 


gay, 34, College-st., Dumbarton, 
Forehill-rd., ar (42 Trad.), James 
fons, 36, Bridgegate. Irvine, gas services, 
mains to meters: Forehill-rd.. Ayr (100 











FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


HAS BRANCHES AT 


BIRMINGHAM 
BURTON-ON-TRENT 
COVENTRY 
LEICESTER 
NUNEATON 
SHREWSBURY 

“ STOKE-ON-TRENT 










Subscription £4.4.0 scm 


YOU SHOULD BE A MEMBER OF THIS 

TRULY REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISA- 

TION WHICH SPEAKS WITH THE VOICE 
OF 10,000 MEMBERS 






PHONE OR WRITE TO 
THE REGIONAL SECRETARY 
38 UNION STREET 
BIRMINGHAM 2 





Tel.: MiDland 3871 











THE BUILDER 


Scottish Gas Board, Cromwell-rd., Ayr, gas services 
mains to meters; Caponfiat, Haddington (26 Trad.), 
Scottish Gas Board, 25, Guester-st., Edinburgh, gas 
services. 

Langside Park, Kilbarchan (8 Managerial), Jas. 
Kilpatrick & & Son, Kelvin House, Paisley, electrical 
work ; Laighstonehall, Hamilton (68 Atholl), S.W. 
Scotland Electricity Board, Hamilton, electrical 
work; Netherthird, Cumnock (32 Weir), Chisholm 
& McConnachie, Grangehill Works, Polmont, Fal- 
kirk, guard rails to Pont Carskeoch, Patna (50 
Weir), Chisholm AcConnacaie, Grangehill 
Works, Po:mont, Fatkirk. guard rails to steps. 

Forehill-rd., Ayr (100 Trad.), John McIntosh, 54, 
Bellrock-av., Prestwick, electrical work; Shortlees, 
Kilmarneck (56 Miller). Jas. Miller & Partners, 18, 
George-st., Edinburgh, all trades; Glenrigzh, Inver- 
ness-shire (7. S. Timber Forestry Commission), 
McLennan Ross, Morven, Forres, water supply; 
Gateside-rd., Gaiston (62 Trad. , Barnet & Morton, 
190, High-st., Kirkcaldy, unclimbable chain link 


boundary fencing. 

Livingstone-st., Clydebank (614 Various Types 
and 194 Atholl), Northern Sports Ground Construc- 
tion Co., 133, George- st., Edinburgh, fencing coain 
link, from W. angle, I. wire division rear bound- 
aries; Forehill-rd,, Ayr (100 Trad.), Jas. Cochi:ane 
& Sons, 36, Bridgegate, Irvine, plumber work; 
Bilston, Midlothian (74 Trad.), Geddes & Spring- 
thor 41, Constitution-st., Edinbargh, stock proof 
fencing ; Head Office, Palmerston- pi., Edinburgh, 
Neuchatel Asphalte Co., Edinburgh, floor covering. 

Maintenance. 

Balornock. Glasgow (100 S. Timber), John Lind- 
say, 15, Elmbank-st., Glasgow, C.2, external 
painterwork; Wards. of Pitforthie, Brechin (32 S. 
Timber), James Chapman, 21, Thomson-st.. Aber- 
deen, externa] painter work ; Magdalene’s, Kirkton, 
Pundee (150 S. Timber), P. T. Roberts & Sons, 
Ltd., 170, Albert-st., Dundee, externa] painter work. 

Shildon.—12 houses for U.D.C.: Direct Labour. 

Staffs.—Conversion of existing dormitory block to 
form nursery students’ training centre at Clayton 
Hall, Newcastle, for C.C. A. C. H. Stillman, 


STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


as withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, 115/116. Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: TEMple Bar 5621 


Boyle's eve. Ventilator 


USE 

















OVER TWO MILLION 11 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEER 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.; LADbroke 2879 














for 


Bank-chbrs., 
Venning & Hope, F.R.LC 
D. gs Dunthorn & Son, 


Glastonbury .. 12,192 
cilign & Forbes, Hi gh- st., Street . 1.75 
F, J. Leney & Son, King- st. , Glastonbury . 11,429 
C. W. Clare, Ltd., High- st., Street 10,782 
Hyburn Construction Co., Lid., haan ie 

Somerset ak 10,68 
*Allen & Sons, High- st, Street | 9,56 
Sunderland.—12 shops and flats and 40 ‘garages 
at Pennywell, for T.C. H. C. Bishop. Boro’ A 


*G. 


(in lieu of tender withdrawn). 

Sutton Coldfield.—Houses for B.C. 62 at site 3P 
Maca Boot & Sons, Ltd., £77.748; 
Falcoln Lodge estate: 
Ltd., 
pvallacey. —Two children’s homes at Moreton, 
dale-rd., 
Warsop.—(1) 36 oo 
sewers, 
architects, White Hart-chbrs., Mansfield. 
Eas wood 
(2) *Herbert Ashley, 
field, 
beg 3. .—Erection of Newbold cty. 
sch 


st., 


sch.: 
and Bristol Aeroplane Co.. 
Architects. H. W. & 


st., 


West 
kitchen and caretaker’s house at the Golden Flatts 
cty. prim. sch., 
Steelwork : 
head 


F.R.I.B.A., Architect & S., County 
Green Hall, 
Messrs. 
Norton Green, Stoke-on-Trent, 
Ss: ratford-on-Avon. —Repair 
bt ugton Park Camp, for R.D 
Cubington-rd., Lillington, Leamington Spa, £14,884 
Street. Breet: on of eight 


November 17 1950 





Ed. Committee 
Lichfield-rd., Stafford. Quantities by 

Vale & Sons: *Mr. R. Clowes, Ball-la., 
£2,440 

and adaptation of 
DC.: *Dugyzins & Co, 


H. 


at Portway, 
Westminster 
by 


houses 
architect, 


. H. A. Darby, 
Quantities 


aie on. 


U.D.C. 
em 


“td, Magdalene- 
.£ 


Plemper, Ltd., Chester-rd., Sunderland, £40,1°2 


10 at site 3Q 
(Builders), 


for 
Boyd & Co. <n). Lid., 44, Borrow- 
Moreton, £5,24 


*Crossley Bros. 


111, Albert-rd., £12,600. 


and (2) roads and 
Vallance & Westwick. 
(1) °A 
£45,609 
Man 


Market Warsop. 


Ltd., 
Ltd., 


& Sons, Warsup, Notts, 
Sheepbridge-la., 
£13,519. 

jon 
C.: *Bosworth & Wakeford. Ltd., New 


for C 
inf. 


Daventry, £54,000. Newbold Glebe cty. 
*J.. Parnell & Son, .. Oliver-st., 
Rs Bristol. 
M. A. Hobbiss, 36, Waterloo- 
Birmingham 2. 

Hartlepool.— Erection 





of  dining-room, 
Co., Darlington. 


for E.C.: 
Ltd:, Gates 


*Wright, ‘Anderson & 


*Les! i. & 
Co., 








t 








te ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING -. 


SMART'S LANE, 


LOUGHTON. ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 


SALES HIRE 























I. RECTION CRADLES 

















WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 













































aM NEGUs Lo 


WATerloo 5474 
"Tree Generations of Building” 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONBON, W.C.1 


LIMITED 


HEAD OFFICE: 


Tel.: CHAmncery 7901-4 



































































